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| Biography. 


_ MEMOIRS OF DR. WITHERSPOON. 


(Extracted from Dr. Rogers’ Sermon.) 


HIS great man was defcended from a refpectable parentage, 

“ae which had long poflefled a confiderable landed property in 

the eaft of Scotland. © His father was minifter of the parith of 
Yefter, a few miles from Edinburgh, where he was born.on.the 

fifth day of February, 1722.* This worthy man was eminent for 

his piety, his literature, and for a habit of extreme accuracy in all 
“his writings and difcourfes. This example contributed not a little 
to form in his fon that tafte and that love of accuracy, united with 
a noble fimplicity, for which he was fo diftinguifhed through his 
whole life. He was fent, very young, to the public fchool at Had- 
dington : his father fpared neither expenfe nor pains in his educa, 
| . tion. 


* Dr. Wi poen was iineally descended from that eminent man of 
God, the Rev. Mr. John Knox, whom Dr. Robertson styles, “the prime 
instrument of spreading and establishing the reformed religion in Scot- 
land.” The genius, learning, piety, zeal; and intrepidity of this great 
man, rendered him singularly qualified for the distinguished part he bore 
in that interesting event. It is recorded of Mary, Queen of Scots, that 
she said, ‘ she was more afraid of John Knox’s prayers, than of an army 
of ten thousand men.” Worn out by incessant labours, he died on the 
27th day of November, 1572, in the 67th year of his age. ‘The Earl of 
Morton, then Regent of Scotland, who attended his funeral, pronounced 
his eulogium in a few words ; the more honourable for Mr. Knox, says the 
above historian, as they came from one whom he had often censured, with , 
peculiar severity, “‘ Here lies he who never feared the face of man.” Mr. 
Knox’s daughter Elizabeth married the famous Mr. John Welsh, who 
strongly resembled his father-in-law in genius, character, and usefulness 
in the church: And in this line Dr. Witherspoon descended from this hon- 
eurable ancestry. 
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tion. There he foon acquiredreputation for his affiduity in his 
ftudies, and for a native foundnefs of judgment, and clearnefs and 
quicknefs of conception, among his fchool-fellows ; many of whom 
have fince filled theshighelt ftations in the literary and political 
world. 

At the age of fourteen, he was removed to the univerfity of 
Edinburgh. ‘ Here he continued; /atténding the ‘different profef- 
fors, with a high degree of credit, in all the branches of learning, 
until the age of ‘twenty-one, when he was licenfed to preach the 
Gofpel. Imthe theological hall, particularly, he was remarked 
for a moft judicious tafle in facred criticifm, and for a precifion 
of idea and perfpicuity of expreflion rarely attained at that early 
period. 

Immediately on his leaving the univerfity, he was invited to be 
afliftant minilter with his father, with the right of fucceflion to the 
charge. But he chofe rather to accept an invitation from the par- 
ifh of Beith, in the weft of Scotland. Here he was ordained to the 
work of the gofpel miniftry, and-fettled with the univerfal acqui- 
efcence, and even with the fervent attachment of the people: A 
circumftance which, under the patronage that unhappily exifts 
in that church, is but too rarely the cafe in the fettlement of their 
clergy’. His character as a preacher, which rendered him fo ac- 
ceptable’ and popular, will come more naturally before us in 
another place. Let it fuffice to remark here, that, always inter- 

‘and inftru@tive in the pulpit,-he was afliduous in the dif- 
charge of every parochial duty when out of it. And his, preach- 
ing generally sedees on thofe great, diftinguifhing, and praétical 
truths of the gofpel, which, in every Chriftian country, moft af- 
feét and attach the hearts of the great body of the people. 

From Beith he was, after a few yvars, tranflated to the large 
and flourifhing town of Paifly, fo celebrated for its various and 
fine manufactures. Here he refided in the height of reputation 
and ufefulnefs ; and riveted in the affeétions of his people, and his 
fellow-citizens, when he was called to the prefidency of this col- 
lege. 

During his) refidence at Paifly, he was invited to Dublin, in 
Ireland, to affume the charge of a numerous and refpectable con- 

regation in that city. He was alfo called to Rotterdam, in the 
Republic of the United Provinces; and to the town of Dundee, 
in his own country. But he could not be induced to quit 2 fphere 
of fach refpeétability, comfort and ufefulnefs, He rejected alfo, 
in the firft inftance, the invitation of the truftees of this college. 
He thought it almoft impoffible'for him to break connexions at 
home, that had been fo lo endeared to him ;. to violate all the 
attachments and habits of zt female part of his family ; to leave 


the {cene of his happinefs and honour ; “aad in his middle career, 


to bury himfelf, as he apprehended, in a new and diftant coun- 
try. But 
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But warmly urged by all thofe friends whofe judgmest he moft 
refpefted, and whofe friendfhip he mott enaehiusad hoping that 
he might repay his facrifices, by greater ufefulnefs to the caufe of 
the R lécmeis and to the intereits of learning, in this new world— 
and knowing that this inftitution had been confecrated, from its 
foundation; to thofe great objects to which he had devoted his life, 
he finally confented, on a fecond application, to wave every other 
confideration, to crofs the ocean, and to take am us that im- 
portant charge to which he had been called, withthe concurrent 
wifhes, and the higheft-expectations, of all the friends of the col- 
lege.* ‘Their expectations have not been difappointed. Its rep- 
utation and fuccefs, under his adminiftration, have been equal to 
our moft fanguine hopes. 

Almoft the firft benefit which it received, befides the eclat, and 
the’acceflion of ftudents, procured to it by the fame of his literary 
character, was the augmentation of its funds. The college has 
never enjoyed any refources from the State. It was founded, and 
has been fupported, wholly by private liberality and zeal. Andits 


finances, from a variety of caufes, were in alow and declining 


condition, at the period when Dr. Witherfpoon arrived in Amert 


ca. But his reputation excited an uncommon liberality in the 
public ; and his perfonal exertions, extended from Maflachafetts to 
Virginia, foon raifed its funds to a flourifhing ftate. The war of 
the revolution, indeed, afterwards, proftrated every thing, and al- 
moft annihilated its refources; yet we cannot but with gratitude 
recollect; how much the inftitution owed, at that time, to his enter- 
prife and his talents. 

But the principal advantages it derived, were from his. litera- 
ture; his fuperintendency ; his example as a happy model of good 
writing ; and from the tone and tafte which he gave to the litera- 
ry purfuits of the college. 

In giving the outlines of the character of this great man, for I 
attempt no more, I fhall begin with obferving, that perhaps his 
principal merit appeared in the pulpit. He wasin many refpects, 
one of the beft models on which a young preacher could form 
himfelf." It was a fingular felicity to the whole college, but ef- 
pecially to thofe who had’the profeflion of the miniftry in view, 

to 


* Dr. Witherspoon arrived with his family at Princetown in the month 
of August, 1768. He was the sixth President of the College since its foun- 
, dation im the year 1746. His predecessors were, the Rev. Messrs. Jona- 
“than Dickenson, Aaron Burr, Jonathan Edwards, Samuel Davies, and Dr. 
Samuel Finley —_Men deservedly celebrated for genius, learning and piety. 
Mr. Dickenson and Mr. Edwards were advanced in life when chosen to the 
presidency. 

Not long before Dr. Witherspoon left Scotland, and while in suspense 
respecting his duty, a gentleman, sed of a considerable property, an 
old bachelor, and a relation of the — ily, promised to make him his heir, 
if he would not go to America. 
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to have fuch an example conftantly before them. Religion, by 
the manner in which it was treated by him, always commanded 
the re{peét of thofe who heard him, even when it was not able to 
engage their hearts. An admirable textuary, a profound theo- 
logian, perfpicuous and fimple in his manner; an univerfal fchol- 
ar, acquainted deeply with human nature; a grave, dignified, 
and ro a fpeaker, he brought all the advantages derived from 
the illuftration and enforcement of divine truth. 
rvent and animated orator,* he was always a fol- 
emn, affe&ting, and inftruétive preacher. kk was impoffible to 
hear him without attention, or to attend to him without improve- 
ment. He had a happy talent at unfolding the ftri& and proper 
meaning of the facred writer, in any text from which he chofe 
to difcourfe ; at concentrating and giving perfect unity to every 
fubject which he treated ; and prefenting to the hearer the moft 
clear and comprehenfive views of it. His fermons were diftin- 
guifhed for their judicious and perfpicuous divifions—for mingling 
profound remarks on human life, along with the illuftration of di- 
vine truth—and for the lucid order that reigned through the whole. 
In his difcourfes he loved to dwell chiefly on the great doétrines 
of divine grace, and on the diftinguifhing truths of the gofpel. 
Thefe he brought, as far as poflible, to the level of every under- 
ftanding, and the feeling of every heart. He feldom chofe to lead 
his hearers into {peculative difcuflions, and never to entertain them 
by a mere difplay of talents. All oftentation in the pulpit he 
viewed with the utmoft averfion and contempt. During the whole 
of his prefidency, he was extremely folicitous to train thofe ftudi- 
ous youths, who had the miniftry of the gofpel in view, in fucha 
manner, as to fecure the greateft refpectability, as well as ufeful- 
nefs, in that holy profeflion. It was his conftant advice to young 
preachers, never to enter the pulpit without the moft careful prep- 
aration. It was his ambition and his hope, to render the fa- 
cred miniftry the moft learned, as well as the moft pious and exem- 
plary body of men inthe Republic. 

Asa writer, his ftyle is fimple and comprehenfive— his remarks 


judicious, and often refined—his information, on every fubje& 
' which 


* A peculiar affection of his nervés, which always overcame him whe? 
he allowed himself to feel very fervently on any subject, obliged him, 
from his earliest entrance on public life, to impose a strict restraint and 
guard upon his sensibility. He was, therefore, under the necessity of 
substituting gravity and seriousness of manner, in public speaking, in the 
room of that fire and warmth, of which he was well capable, by nature ;* 
and which he so much admired in others, when managed with prudence. 

He never read his sermons, or used so much as short notes, in the pul- 
pit. His practice was, to write his sermons at full length, and commit 
them to memory ; bui not confine himself to the pregise words he had 
penned. He often took great liberties, in the delivery of his discourses, 
t« alter, add to, or abridge what he had written ; but this never infringett 
upon the strictest aceuracy. 
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which he treats, accurate and extenfive—his matter always we@igh- 
ty and important—clofely condenfed, and yet well arranged and 
clear. Simplicity, perfpicuity, precifion, comprehenfion of thought, 
and knowledge of the world, and of the human heart, reign in 
every part of his writings. Three volumes of effays, and two 
volumes of fermons, befides feveral detached difcourfes, already 
publifhed—and treating chiefly on the molt impgggant and prac- 
tical fubjeéts in religion—have defervedly exendal reputation, 
not only through Britain, Ireland, and Ameriea,"but through 
moft of the Proteftant countries of Europe. His remarks on the 
nature and effeéts of the ftage enter deeply into the human heart. 
The pernicious influence of that amufement on the public tafte 
and morals, was, perhaps, never more clearly elucidated. On 
the following interefting fubjects, the nature and neceffity of regene- 
ration——juflif:ation by free grace, through Fefus Chrift ; and the im- 
portance of truth in religion, or, the rags. ely fubfifts between found 

rinciples and a holy pradice, there is, perhaps, nofping fuperior in 
the Englifh language. 

Before entering on his talents as a prefident, fuffer me, ina 
fentence or two, to call to your mind his focial qualities. Wher 
not engaged in the great and ferious bufineffes of life, he was one 
of the moft companionable of men. Furnifhed with a rich fund 
of anecdote, bat amufing and inftructive ; his moments of relax- 
ation were as @iitertaining, as his ferious ones were fraught with 
improvement. One quality remarkable, and highly deferving 
imitation in him was, his attenticn to young perfons. He never fut- 
fered an opportunity to efcape him of imparting the moft ufeful 
advice to them, according to their circumitances, when they hap- 
pened to be in his company. And this was always done in f6 
agreeable a way, that they could neither be inattentive to it, nor 
was it poflible to forget it. 

On his domeftic virtues I fhall oply fay, he was an affectionate 
hufband, a tender parent, and a kind mafter; to which I may 
add, he was a fincere and a warm friend. But, I haften tegcon- 
fider him as a fcholar, and a diretor of the fyftem of education in 
the noe 

An univerfal fcholar Pemte he endeavoured to eftablifh the 
fyftem of education in this inftitution, upon the moft extenfive 
and refpectable bafis, that its fituation and its finances vould ad- 
mit. Formerly, the courfe of ipftru@tion had been too fuperficial ; 
@ and its metaphyfics and philofophy were too much tin@ured with 
the dry and uninftrudiive forms of the fchools. * This, however, 
was by no means to be imputed as a defedty to thofe great and ex- 
celient men, who had prefided over the inftitution before him ; 
but rather to the recent origin of the country—the imperfection 
of its ftate of fociety—and to the ftate of literature in it@i Since 
his prefidency mathematical fcience has received an extenfion, 

, that 
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thaygras not known before inthe American feminaries. He in- 
troduced into philoiophy, all the molt liberal and modern im- 
provements of Europe. He extended the philofophical! courfe to 
embrace the general principles of policy and public law ; he in- 
corporated with it a found and rational metaphyfics ; equally re- 
mote from the doétrines of fatality and contingency; from the 
barrennefs . ie of the {ch8ols, and from the exceflive 






refinements ofe contradictory, but equally impious fea&s of 
fcepticifm, wH® wholly deny the exiftence of matter, or maintain 
that nothing but matter exilts in the univerfe.- 

He laid the foundation of a courfe of hiftory in the college: 
and the principles of tafte, and the rules of good writing, were 
both happily explained by him and exemplified in his manner. 
The fyle of learning, vf you will allow me the phrafe, has been 
changed by him. Literary inquiries and improvements have be- 
come more liberal, more gxtefifive, and more profound. An ad- 
mirable acolnager governing, and of exciting the emulation of 
the young gentlemen under his care, contributed to give fuccefs 
to all his defigns, for perfecting the courfe of inftruétion. The 
numbers of men of diftinguifhed talents, in the different liberal 
profeflions, in this country, who have received the elements of 
their education under him, teftify his fervices to the college. Un- 
der his aufpices have been formed a large proportion of the clergy 
6f our church ; and to his inftructions, America des many of her 
mott diftinguifhed patriots and legiflators*. 

Thus he proceeded, guiding with uncommon reputation and 
fucceifs the courfe of education in this inftitution, until the war of 

he 4.merican revolution fufpended his funétions and difperfed the 
ollege. 

Here he entered upon.a new fcene, and appeared in a. new 
character ; widely differing from any, in which he had been here- 
tofore prefented to the public. Yet, here alfo he fhone with equal 
luftre ; his talents as a legiflator and fenator fhewed the extent 
and@he variety of the powers of his mind. _.There are few for- 
eigners who can, with fych facility:as he did, lay afide their preju- 
dices, and enter into the ideas and habigg of a new country, and a 
new ftate of fociety: He:becamg almolt at once an American, 
on his landing among us, and in the unjuft war which Great-Brit- 
ain waged againit us, he immediately adopted the views, and par- 
ticipated.in the councils: of thegAmericans. His: diftinguifhed 
abilities foon pointed himeout to the citizens of New-Jerfey, as'one » 
of the moft préper delegates to that convention which formed 
their republican conftisation. « In this refpectable affembly. he ap- 
peared, to the aitonifiment ofall the profeilors of the law, na pro- 

: ~4 "| found 


’ vee than thirty members of the congress of United America, since 
the formation of that illustfious body, have®been sons of the college of 






New-Jersey ; and amongst these, some of their first characters for repu- 
» “tation and usefulness. 
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found a civilian; as he had before been known to be a philo/opher 
and divine. 

From the revolutionary committees and conventions of the ftate, 
he was fent, early in the year 1776, as a reprefentative of the peo- 
ple of New-Jerfey to the Congrefs of United America; he was 
feven years a member of thatyilluftrious body, which, under Prov- 
idence, in the face of innumerable difficulties dangers; led us 
on t6 the eftablifhment of our independence. ays firm in the 
moft gloomy and formidable afpeéts of public affairs, and always 
difcovering the greateft reach and prefence of mind, in the moft | 
embarrafling fituations. 

But I forbear to trace his political career farther; and {hall 
only add here, that while he was thus engaged in ferving his 
country in the charaéter of a civilian, he did nor lay afide his 
miniftry. He gladly embraced every opportunity of preaching, 
and of difcharging the other duties of his office, as a gofpcl min- 
iter. This he confidered as his higheft character and honour 
in life. 

The college having been collected as foon as poflible after its 
difperfion, inftruction was recommenced under the immediate care 
of the vice prefident. Dr. Witherfpoon’s name, however, con- 
tinued to add*celebrity to the inititutions and it has fully recov- 
ered its former reputation. 

The gloridh ftruggle for our liberties drawing to an honoura- 
ble period, and the doétor feeling age advancing upon him, was 
defirous of refigning his*place in Congrefs; and would have fain 
retired, in a meafure, from the burdens of the college. 

But notwithftanding his wifh for repofe, he was induced, 
through his attachnfent to the mititation, over which he had fo 
long prefided, once more to crofs the ocean to promote its benefit. 
The fruit of that voyage was not indeed anfwerable to our wifhes, 
but we are not the lefs indebted to his enterprife and zeal. 

After his return to this country, findmg nothing to obftruct his 
entering on that retirement, which was now become more @ear to 
him, he withdrew, in a great meafure, except on fome mportant 
occafiong, from the exereife of thefe public fun@ions, that wére not 
immediately connected with e duties of hi$ office as prefident of 
the college, or his character as a minilter of the gofpel. 

Aceuftomed to®rder and regularity in bufineis from his youth, 
he perfevered in his attention te them through his whole life. And 
I may add, there. was nothing in which his punctuality and exaét- 
nefs were more facredly obferved, than im the dévotional ex€rcifes 
of the’Chriftian life.” Befides the daily devotions of the clofet and o 

the family, it was his ftated practice to obferve the laft day of ev-_ 
ery year, with his family, as a day of fa(ting, hemiliation, and 
prayer ; andmt was al@ his practice to fet apart days for fecret 
fafting and/prayer, as occafion fuggelteda ' , 
Vol. V. No. 1. B Bodily , 
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Bodily infirmities began at.length to come upon him. For 
more than two years before his death, he was afflicted with the 
lofs of fight ; which contributed to haften the progrefs of his oth- 
er diforders. ‘Thefe he bore with a patience, and even a cheerful- 
nefs, rarely to: be met with, in the moft eminent for wifdom and 


piety. Nor would his active mind, and his defire of ufefulnefs to. 


the end, permit him, even in this fituation, to defift from the ex- 
ercife of his minfitry, and his duties in the college, as far a$ his 
health and ftrength would admit. He was frequently led into the 
pulpit, both at home and abroad, during his blindnefs ; and al- 
ways acquitted himfelf with his ufual accuracy, and frequently 
with more than his ufual folemnity and animation ; and with pro- 
priety and dignity he prefided at the laft commencement. He 
was blelt with the ufe of his reafoning powers to the very laft. 

At length, however, he funk under the accumulated preffure of 
his infirmities ;. and on the t5th day of November, 1794, in the 
93d year of his age, he retired to hts eternal reft, full of honour 


and full of days; there to receive the plaudit of his Lord, * well. 


done, thou good and faithful fervant, thou haft been faithful over 
a few things, be thou ruler over many things ; enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord.” 
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EULOGIUM ON THE LATE CHANCELLOR WYTHE, OF VIRGINIA 5 PRO= 


NOUNCED BY A GENTLEMAN OF THE BAR BEFORE A RESPECTABLE 
AUDIENCE IN THE WESTERN PART OF VIRGINIA—JULY, 1806, 


) (Extracted from the Informant?) 
Fellow citizens, 
TI RISE on this folemn occafion with diffidence, when I refte& 
on the dignity of the character to be {poken of, and the feeble abil- 
ities of the fpeaker. I have, however, one confolation, when I re- 


flec& that this refpectable audience is prepared to view the charac-. 


ter.about to be exhibited, with attention.and a fond remembrance. 
Amon¢ the dead no rival is to be found, nor can pofthumous ce- 
lebrity in any degree dppofe the” pifeflional advancement of the 
living. By thus paying a juft tribute of refpec to the memory of 
the illuftrious dead, we hold up their conduc t6 the imitation of 
the living, and excite a generous wilh to emulate their virtues. 
Permit me then to hold up to your view the character of the 
late vefierable Chancellor of Virginia. This illuftrious man was 
born in the year 1726, fifty years anterior to. the commencement 
of the American Independence., It is to be regretted, that this re- 
mote part of thesState furnillres but few documents from which to 
colles information relating to the firft 50 years of Ms life. But 


it may be prefumed that she one half, .perhaps more, of that peri- ” 
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od was fpent in the laborious avocation of a lawyer, whofe emi- 
nence at the bar introduced him early into a weight and prefiure 





of bufinefs under which alone a mind of ordinary capacity might 


have funk. But fuch -was his indefatigable indultry, fuch the 
ftrength: ‘of his intelleé, .that we find him during this period ac- 


quiring a ftock of ancient literature rarely to be met with. His 


knowledge of the ancient languages was critically correct. The 
poetical and philofophical productions of antiquity in their origin- 
ol drefs, were to him familiar ; whilft modern meritorious per- 
formances did not elude his refearches. At the verge of old age, 
he for the firft time turned his attention to the ftudy of the Math- 
ematics and Natural Philofophy, in which, notwithftanding the 
period of life and increaling weight of bufinefs, he progrefled with 
his ufual rapidity: - And the fcience of demonftration became ever 
afterward the favourite amufement of the few leifure hours, which 
the official duties of the public ftation he filled, afforded him. 

But -while viewing his literary attainments, and before we enter 
on the more important occurrences of his life, it is not amis to 
dropa few remarks on the private charaéter, as a man and a citi- 
zen. 4nd here give me leave to obferve, that even in his juvenile 
years he feems to have had but little tafte for what is termed amufe- 
ments. ‘Thefe, generally fpeaking, were beneath the exalted {phere 
in which his thoughts were taugktto range. He did, what every 
young attorney ought.to do—he made the beft authors his molt 
intimate companions, his books his principal amufement. 

With refpect to morality, he did not think it enough to be nega- 
tively good, to do no harm—but he rightly conceived, that maa 
was placed jn a ftate of fociety for the purpofe ot being pofitively 
virtuous, of doing all poflible g rood. Hence, every hour not bene- 
ficially employ ed was criminal ly lot. He faw no medium be- 
tween omitting a good action, when opportunity offered, and the 
actual commiflion of evil. Hence his time was not {pent in thofe 
purfuits which are fuppofed to be indifferent. He would not en- 
gage in what might merely not be condemned; but with an am- 
bition truly landable, he aimed always to engage in what is ufeful. 

In his habits of dife he was ftritly temperate: yet he was al- 
ways fond of the company.of a few friends, whofe minds were 
congenial with his own. IM the domeftic circle his manners were 
gentle and unafluming. The placid fmile of good nature {till fat 
on his countenance, and diffufed to all about him the fweets of do- 
meltic felicity. He hada peculiar aptitude of giving to converfa- 
tion not only a pleafing, but a ufeful and inftructive turn ; info- 
much that few of his acquaintances vifited him without going 
away better informed than when they came. 

Mr. Wythe, though in low circumftances when he firft ap- 

roached.the bar as a pleader, difdained the office of a barrater. 
Bie could not reconcile it to his moral fentiments nor to the honour 
of 
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of his profeffion, to excite litigation, that he might profit by the 
misfortunes or folly of mankind. 

He has been known to return fees, when he found he could ren- 
der no fervice, or his client had deceived him by a falfe ftatement of 
the caufe. He would decline pleading for a hardened, atrocious 
criminal; but youth, and the unwary in their firlt aberrations 
from the line of reétitude, always attraéted his commiferation. __. 

He has been known to fhed tears for the degraded ftate of his 
country, on account of fo many of its inhabitants being held ia 
bondage and thereby adminiftering to the fpreaa of licentioufneds, 
rather than that of valour and patriotifm; which caufed him to 
look forward with a mournful prefentiment for its future deftiny, 
when an odious intermixture might take place ; and then inftead 
of being a peculiar people, be a mongrel, feeble race, the derifion 
and fcorn of all Europe. — | 

The overreaching Phicesce of fpeculators he abhorred: witnefs 
his décided opinions given in his elegant and inftrudtive reports. 
And fo fixed was he in this principle, that the perfuafive tongues 
of P. Henry and D. Rofs, could not induce him to take a fhare in 
the Georgia Miffifippi company, or any other of the enormous 
fpeculations fecretly fabricated in thofe days. This hows beyond 
difpute, that he confcientioufly obferved the golden rule of doing to 
others as he would be done by ; that he was what a celebrated author 
emphatically terms “ the nobleft work of God.” 

But I myft haften to another part of the patriot. The character 
and talents of Mr. Wythe being fuch, it is natural for us to fup- 
pofe, that in a time of threatening danger, he would be called on 
by his country ; and his patriotifm being fuch, it is equally natur- 
al to expect that he would cheerfully ftep forward to defend her 
injured rights; and fuch was the faé&t. When the pride and am- 
bition of England had drjven her into a kiud of political phrenzy ; 
when fhe refolved to violate every facred tie which bound her and 
her then colonies together ; at that interelting period, it is known 
that Virginia was not among the laft to aflert her injured rights, 
and that George Wythe was among the firft of her patriotic fons 
who afforded his fervices in the civil department, for which he was 
eminently qualified. Let us now view him as a member, an active, 
a ufeful, a leading member of the Congrefs of 1776; that Con- 
grefs who had exhautted all {chemes of a pacific nature to avert a 
civil war, and had remonitrated without effe& ; and who, finding 
the court of Britain difpofed to treat every peaceable effort with 
contempt, and to add infylt to injury, did at length declare the 
United States of America to be free, fovereign and independent ; a 
declaration which the parliament of Britain affected to treat with 
contempt, as an act of temerity ; but which they were well pleafed 
to hear, as it afforded them a pretext to carry into effeé thofe 
fenes of murder, rapine and defolation, which they had already 
: | concerted. 
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concerted. It was then the Britifh fieets infefled our harbours, 
and Britifh armies fpread their hoftile banners before our towns. 
Then it was that the patriotic blood of our citizens began to flow in 
the facred caufe of freedom. Then commenced the glorious rev- 
olution, which under the aufpices of benignant Heaven fo happily 
terminated in the humiliation of the boafting foe, and in the eftab- 
lifhment of liberty, independence and peace throughout all our 
borders. ‘Then it-was that different ftates, confederating for com- 
mon fafety, became fo clofely united, cemented, as it were, by 
the blood of the patriots and heroes, that the Union has hitherto 
been and we truft will continue to be indiffoluble: and under the 
denomination of ‘the United States of America” affumed that 
grade among the nations of the earth to which her fituation and 
political advantages fo juftly entitle her. During this important 
{truggle, we find the venerable Wythe ftill actively engaged in 
the grand council of the nation, concerting fucceflive plans of do 
fence, and with difcernment and the moft unabating ardor form- 
ing political meafures adapted to fucceflive emergencies. 

When the independence of our country was at length eftablifh- 
ed, and the return of peace afforded the nation leifure to review 
the articles of confederation, we find him called on by his coun- 
try to make one of that honourable convention who formed the 
Conttitution of the United States ; that conftitution which is. the 
boaft of every American citizen, the admiration and envy ofall 
the nations of the earth. 

When the conftitution was about to be adopted by the different 
ftates, we find him a member of the Virginia convention, who of- 
fered the memorable and important amendments tq that confti- 
tution, which haye been finally adopted. He was appointed one 
of a fele& committee to review the laws, and to recommend to 
the flate Jegiflature fuch acts as were thouglit fuitable to a repub- 
lican form of government. This committee was to confilt of five; 
but the whole tafk, ardyous as it was, devolved on three, one of 
whom was the late Chancellor. This important duty thofe fages 
of the law executed with a degree of difcernment which thows 
that they poffeffled minds fufficiently capacious to take in at one 
comprehenfive view, not only the preient but the future profperi- 
ty of the whole commonwealth. 

As a Judge, this great man has been defervedly admired. 
Tor a number of years he was fole Chancellor of Virginia. ‘The 
immente bufineis which devolved on him in that flation required 2 
mind poflefling the greateft energy, firmnefs and patience. To be 
daily poring over voluminous rolls of dry, unentertaining papers, 
to attend to lengthy difcuffions, to inveftigate and decide compli- 
cated and intricate cafes, muft have kept his thoughts perpetually on 
the {tretch ; furely a mind lefs capacious muft have funk beneath 
the wetght; a perfon lefs attached to the public good muft have 
abandoned 








14 Eulogium on Chancellor Wythe. [ Fune, 


abandoned the bufinefs, at leaft before the infirmities of age came 
on. But for this-zmportant ftation the great Wythe feems te 
have been particularly qualified. His comprehenfive mind, his 
deep penetration enabled him to look through the moft complex 
cafe, and to difcover at firit view the point on which the contro- 
verfy turned; while the conipicuous views of jultice which he 
poflefled, and his legal knowledge enabled him fpeedily and right- 
eoufly to decide. If the formation of chancery diltri@ courts 
took fome of the weight of bufinefs off his hands, ftill he did not 
allow himfelf an idle moment. Refolved to fpend his whole life 
in doing good, he employed every leifure hour in teaching others, 
in forming the minds of young men fo as to fit them for future 
ufefulnefs in public life. 

Thus in whatever point of view we look at this great man, we 
are ftruck with admiration. We fee in him the man of extenfive 
erudition, the acute lawyer, the wife legitlator, the able Ratefman, 
the found politician, the true patriot, the genuine republican, the 
impartial judge, and the honeft man. 

This ufeful, this laborious life was centinued for fourfcore 
years; and yet our rifing fighs proclaim that “ Heaven has call- 
ed too foon.”” -But let us check each murmuring thought, and 
while we haften to follow him to the grave, “ the houte prepared 
for all living,” let us cheerfully acquiefce in the wife countels of 
Heaven. 

We muft now turn our attention to a more folemn feene, a 
part of this important portrait, in which we are all immediately 
mterefted. However inadequate molt or all of us may be of act- 
ing the part already noticed, the part now to be brought into view 
we mutt all fooner or laterengage in. ‘Though we may never be 
lawyers, legiflators, ftatefmen or politicians ; yet we ought all to be 
patriots, republicans and honeft men. And whether we are thefe 
or not, we fhall all inevitably be dying mortals; dying mortals 
did I fay? nay, he was, and we may be more than this....we may 
be dying Curistrans. View then, for a moment, that good man in 
his laft hours; though his body underwent apeculiardegree of pain, 
occafioned, as it is thought, by the corrofive nature otf that delete- 
rious fubftance which bafe ingratitude had mingled with his morn- 
ing repalt; yet his mind was calm and {ferene, his thoughts were 
perfectly colle&ed; and in that awful hour, while ftanding on the 
crumbling margin of the grave, he had the confolation which the 
retrofpect'of a life dedicated to virtue could afford ; the delightful 
prefentiment which the profpect of a happy immortality could 
create. Hard was the firuggle. Long did nature combat the 
deftructive effe@s of that pernicious draught. At length fhe yields. 
‘he voluntary and involuntary motions of the fyftem wax feeble : 
the natural and vital functions become impaired. Thofe eyes, which 
often rolled with melting fympathy, o’er the fcenes of human 
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mifery, are now forever fixed: thofe hands, whofe wave command- 
ed the collected attention of liftening crowds, now cold, feeble and 
nerveleis, fall ufelefs down: that tongue, whofe fublime and con- 
vincing eloquence was fo often employed in his country’s caule, 
now faulters in his mouth: that heart, fo long the feat of virtue, 
now fails to beat: that breaft, which heaved the philanthropic figh, 
to view his country’s wrongs—alas! fhall heave no more. be- 
hold the breathlefs remains, over which the tears of a nation flow! 


Virginia stoops with melting eyes, 
‘Lu view the mouldering urn; 
Her sister States all sympathize, 
And join with her to mourn. 


It has lately been emphatically expreffed, that Socrates died like a 
philofopber. George Wyrtue had the fame trait in his character, 
and was taken off by the fame means. But he in his laft hour al- 
1o difplayed the fortitude and refignation of a Chriftian. What a 
fublime example! 

Thus we have followed our venerable fellow citizen to the tomb. 
But it would be improper, if not crimmal, not to carry our thoughts 
one {tep farther. ‘hat foul, whofe features we have endeavoured in 
fome meaiure to delineate, is not dead; it lives in renewed and 
immortal vigour. Now let our thoughts take a lofty flight. Let 
us for a moment purfue the happy {pirit, clothed with an imper- 
ulhable body, ranging through extended regions of ever frefh de- 
light: and here, if [ might be permitted to offer an opinion, | 
would f{uppofe the pious and philofophic foulof Wythe, not gaz- 
ing with a vain curiofity at the wonders of creation and divine 
Pyovidence, but learning and praétifing, in a much higher degree, 
the pure maxims of jultice and equity, by a confociation with an- 
gels and his brethren once of this world; who have obtained the 
victory, and are arrived fafe before him, enjoying ineffable blifs, 
in contemplating real order, beauty and harmony, and in viewing 
the beatific vifion of the Holy of holies; in feraphic praife and 
adoration of the Author of all good, the only wife God. Let us 
check Our premature judgment of the matter. Whether are we 
going? Am | attempting to look into heavenly myfteries? Vain 
attempt ! to delineate a icene, which celeftial eloquence would fai! 
to deicribe. This much we may venture to declare ; “as there !< 
a God above, he mutt delight in virtue ; and that which he delights 
1m malt be happy.” 

Let us then endeavour to emulate the virtues of this great man ; 
and we fhali not only follow him through a life of ufefulnefs to thre 
grave, but thare with him its great rewards—glory, honour im- 
mortality, and eternal life. : 











| 
| 
| 


16 Remarks on the CharaGer of Fob. [ Fune, 


REMARKS ON THE CHARACTER OF JOB. 
( Concluded from page 368.) 


IN view of Job’s character and life, the inquifitive mind is led to 
afk, why he was called, in the courfe of divine providence, to en- 
dure fuch exceedingly painful and trying afflictions. Why did 
God permit fo much evil to come upon one of his moft eminent 
fervants? Why did he give the great adverfary fuch advantage over 
him? A complete anfwer to thefe inquiries will not be attempted : 
but fome reafons may be fuggelted. As light is neceflary 
to difcover objects, fo are extraordinary circumitances to bring 
diftinguithed virtue and excellence into view in the cleareft and 


molt impreflive manner. It is only in great affliGions that ex-~ 


traordinary patience and fortitude can be exhibited. Nor can 
iuperior integrity be manifelted, but under peculiar temptation. 
‘wo perfons under moderate fufferings might. manifelt equal 
fortitude and patience ; but let them be confiderably increafed, and 
the fortitude and patience of one might as much excel the fortitude 
and patience of the other as their trials were increafed. The 
truth is, their trials, in the firft inftance, were fufficient to difplay all 
the fortitude and patience of one but not of the other. Job’s great 
affliction gave opportunity for the cleareft exhibition of his eminent 
piety. His paintul trials were the means of fhewing his faith, fub- 
miffion-and patience to greater advantage, than otherwife they 
could even have appeared. ‘The gloomy, diftretling condition, in 
which he faid, Though he flay me, yet will I truftin him, gives peculiar 
energy to the ftriking expreflion. It hence feems rational to con- 
clude that one particular object, which God had in view, in Job’s 
affii@tion was, to open a way for the full and moft impretlive ex- 
hibition of his {uperior integrity and piety. When he afked Satan, 
if he had obferved Job, and confidered that there was none like him 
in the earth, a perfect and upright man, Satan intimated that his 
apparent piety originated in felf-love. He faid, “ Doth Job fear 
God for nought? Haft thou not made a hedge about him, and 
about his houte, and about all that he hath on every fide? Thou 
halt blefled the work of his hands, aud his fubftance is increafed in 
the land.. But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, 
and he will curfe thee to.thy face.” To expofe the malignity of Sa- 
tan, God gave him power over all that Job had: and ftill more clear- 
ly to evince the genuine nature and effects of his religion, God 
finally gave Satan power over his perfon, referving his life only. 
Another important defign of Divine Providence toward Job ap- 
pears to be this; to {how him more of the majefty and greatnefs 
of God, and more of the frailty and corruption of man ; efpecially 
10 give him more clear and #mpreflive views of his own depend- 
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ence, his ignorance and finfulnefs, that he might poflefs greater 
humility and confidence in God. Therefore when Elihu elofed 
his addrefs, God fpake from the whirlwind, and anfwered Job by 
fuch interrogations, as difplayed his infinite wifdom and power; 
and alfo reproved the folly and prefumption of Jobin feveral 
things which he had faid. This foon led him to exclaim, “ Be- 
hold, fam vile; what fhall I anfwer thee? I will lay'my hand 
upon my mouth. Once have I fpokeni; but I will not anfwer ; 
yea, twice, but 1 will proceed no further.” ‘‘ Then anfwered the 
Lord unto Job out of the whirlwind,” and ¢otitinuted his admon- 
itory interrogations until Job was filled with reverence, humility 
and fubmiffion. His apprehenfions of the divine perfe@tions and 
of his own unworthinefs and guilt were fo clear, that he faid, “ I 
have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; but now mine eye 
feeth thee. Wherefore I abhot myfelf, and repent in duft ind 
afhes.” And not only was Job humbled, inftructed and fpiritual- 
ly benefited by his unparalleled affli€tion; btit doubtlefs his 
friends were alfo, and God glorified: It may bé added, that Job’s 
preat afflictions, together with the good which on the whole he de- 
rived from them, ftand on the facred page for the encouragement 
and confolation of the affliéted and tempted in every fucceeding 
age. In him alfo they have a molt perfect human example of 
fubmiffion and patience. Hence the apottle recommended it to 
his Chriftian brethren, in their fufferings, to keep thofe of Job, 
and his patience under them, in lively recolleétion: “ Ye have 
heard of the patience of Job, and have feen the end of the Lord ; 
that he is very pitiful and of tender mercy.” 

Thefe remarks on the character of Job, and the wife defigns of 
Providence in his afflittion, may lead us to the following reflections. 

1. Many and great afflictions are no evidence againft the piety 
of thofe who fatfer them. Job was diftinguifhed for his piety as 
for his affliction. God ‘dften fees fit, in his holy providence, to 
bring fome of the moft excellent of the earth into a ftate of deep 
affliction. The Bible furnifhes us with numerous examples of 
this. Itis hence unfafe to conclude from a man’s affliction, how- 
ever great it may be, that he is deftitute of piety, or even that he is 
not eminently pious. ‘“ For whom the Lord loveth he chafteneth, 
and feourgeth every fon whom he receiveth.”’ 

2. We may learn the delufion and folly of thofe who embrace 
the fentiment too popular at the prefent day, that finners fuffer 
all the punifhment, which they ever will fuffer, in this life. If this 
fentitment were correct, it would be rational to conclude that the 
wicked would faffer more evil in this world, than the righteous. 
But both facred and profane hiftory teaches, that, in every age, 
fome of the eminently pious have been the moft deeply afflicted. 
Job, it appears, fuffered more in this life than any of his heathen 
neighbours. David, fpeaking of the profperity of the wicked, 
Vol. V. No. 1. Cc fays, 








18 Remarks on thé Charaéter of ‘fob. = [ ‘Funes 


fays, “ They are not im trouble as other men; neither are they 
plagued like other men.” Of himfelf-he fays, “ All the day long 
have I been plazued, and chaftened every morning.” Says the 
prophet, “ Wherefore doth the way ef the wicked: profper ? 
Wherefore are allthey happy that deal very treacheroufly,?”’? Hence, 
if there be no punifhment for the wicked after this life, they fuffer 
much. lefs panifiiment than the righteous. This is altogether in« 
compatible with»the rectitude of the divine government Should 
a civil ruler treat his fubjeéts in this manner, it would be generally 
deemed reprehenfible ;, andj Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right ?”’ 

3. We learn that a ftate of affliction is peculiarly favourable to 
the growth and difplay of piety.’ Like the palm-tree, which flour- 
ifhes moft under the greatelt burden; the pious man, under the 
mott painful: afflictions, increafes more and more in holinefs. His 
afflictions tend to bring him near to'God, and call into vigorous 
exercife the mof eminent Chriftian graces; and confequently thofe 


graces are exhibited in a very clear and impreflive manner. Job’s. 


trials had-a-moft happy effe4t.on-his religious views and feelings, and 
aftorded opportunity to exhibit them to the divine glory and the 

ood of his fellow men. Soit was with David; tnerefore he faid, 
“ Before I was afflitted I went. altray ; but now have ] kept thy 
word,”? “It is good for me that I have been afflifted.”” In this 
view of things, St. Paul faid, “ We glory in tribulation alfo, know- 
ing that tribulation worketh patience; and patience experience ; and: 
experience hope ; and hope maketh not afhamed.” Says another 
apoftle, “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations ; knowing. this, that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience. - But: let patience have its-perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect. and entire, wanting nothing.” It is not adverfity, but 
profperity, which leads to fupinene(s: and backfliding in religion. 
When Chriftians, in a great meafure, léfe the power of religion 
and. maiatain little more than the form, they may generally find 
the caufe in a warldly: fpirit, which is foftered by profperity ; and 
affiiction is often the means by which God. awakens them from 
their dangerous flumbers, and recovers them to a {pirit of ardent 
piety and. devotion. 

4. We are cape the error and danger of thofe, who confider 
religion as-eonfilting mainly in felf-love. Job’s religion, it.ap- 
pears, was not of this kind. Satan pretended it was. Therefore 
God permitted: him. to bring fuch evils upon Job as fully expof- 
ed the falfehiood of the malicious fuggeftion.. It is hence mani- 
feft, that the felfifh religion which fome embrace and zealoufly ad- 
vocate is fpurious. It is eflentially different. from that which 
Job poffleffed, and which the Bible inculcates. Whatever may 
be faid oe that charity which “ feeketh not her own,” it mutt 
be poffefled by all, who would be affimilated tothe divine nature, 
and prepared for heaven. , 5s. In 
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5. In the light.of,this fubject we may fee the va importance 
of true religion in a time of affliction and temptation. Deftitute 
of the fupport and confolation derived from his piety,,.how mifera- 
‘hle would Job have been? In his /udden and jad reverfe of circum- 
{tances, had he been deftitute of love to.God and unreferved fub- 
miflion to his holy will, his condition muft have been deplorable 
indeed... But he.could ,cheerfully acquiefce in the divine govern- 
ment, and blefs God as the fource of ail his enjoyments and the 
wife and righteous difpofer of all events. When accufed of hy- 
pocrify, he could honeitly appeal,to the great Searcher of hearts, 
as a witne(s of his integrity., Thofe, whvu are deltitute of true re- 
ligion, and whofe fupreme delight is in worldly objets, have 
nothing to fupport them in a ,time.of adverfity; they have no 
folid ground, of confolation ; no prop on .which they lean, but is 
liable every moment to give way. David intimates that he 
fhould have fainted and funk under his trouble, had it.not been © 
for his faith and hope jin,God. Hence let all,be admonifhed to 
remember, that “ the day of adverfity is fet over againft the day 
of profperity ;” and fee to it that they poffefs the religion of .the 
gofpel, which is abfolutely neceflary to prepare us to endure af- 
fliction and temptation. It is altogether unwife to “ put far 
away the evil day,” and neglect preparation for it; efpecially when 
we confider that to be prepared to endure affliction ? im to be 
prepared to enjoy pro/perity, and “ ufe this world as not abufing it.” 
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Religious Communications. 


LETTERS TO THE. YOUNG. NO. VIII. 


(Continued from page 336, Vol. IV.) 

Dear Youru, ty 
FTER what has been said upon the,perfedctions of Chrift 
and the inducements for you to hearken to him; it is ftill 
to be feared that many of you will not comply with your duty. 
This always has been the cafe, that moft who have heard the 
calls of the Saviour have rejetted and made light of them. He 
ftretches out his hagd all the day long, and few, very few indeed 
regard. But after all, will you, who are now Peg f this, can 
you, put off the heavenly meffenger, the Lord Jefus? You are ra- 
tionally convinced that Chrift only can make youhappy. You 
believe, that. without an intereft in the Saviour you mutt be loft 
forever. Yet with this belief you will probably continue to reject 
the great falvation. . What can be the reafon of fuch cones | 
, Why 
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Why will you thus deftroy your fouls? You have fome objections 
to the ways of Chrift, or you would immediately comply. I 
fhall ftate and anfwer thefe objections in the form of a dialogue. 

Youth. I know not how to receive Chrift in fuch a manner as 
to be faved, How to begin to be truly religious I do not uy- 
derftand. | * 2 

Amator. Can you be fo ignorant of your duty, and how ‘to 
perform it, with the Bible in your hands? But if ignorance be 
the only objection, you will foon be religious, for this objection is 
ealily removed. To be truly religious, isto abhor a wicked 
heart, love Chrift with all. the foul, and delight in obedience 
to his laws. And to begin to be religious is to begin to feel in 
this manner. Would you begin to ferye Chrift in fincerity ? then 
put away the evil affections of your hearts; hate fin, as com- 
mitted again a holy God; truft with all your heart in Chrift for 
falvation; love the law, the holy law of God; and choofe the de- 
lightful fervice of Chrift for the employment of your life. In this 
way all Chrift’s people began to be religious; and in this way 
can you begin. — 

Y. But if I become ftrié, devout and prayerful, my compan- 
ions will treat. me with contempt. Singularity in this refpect al- 
ways incurs the {neers of the thoughtlefs and the gay. 

A. This is not certain. And if it were, can you not endure 
a little reproach for Chrift, who has endured ‘fo much for you? 
The objection fappofes that you have more regard for your com- 


- panions than for the approbation pf God, your Saviour. What 


can influence you to fear what men can do unto you, while you 
have fo little concern to efcape the miferies of hell? Were your 
hearts right, you could not even think of it, asia reafon to negle& 
the fervice of God. ‘* The fear-ofaman bringeth a fnare.” O re- 
nounce your wicked cowardice, and hecome as bold in the caufe 
of God, as you have been againft it. 

¥. But how can I wholly renounce the pleafures of the young, 
and feclude myfelf from the fociety of thofe I love? It is contra- 
ry to the fentiments of the religious to indulge in mirth and jolli- 
ty. I cannot fubmit to fuch reftraints. | 

A. As to fecluding yourfelf from the fociety of thofe you love, 
religion does not require it, unlefs you love fuch fociety as you 
ought not. As. to.the pleafures of the young, would you not 
willingly exchange them for greater and more refined enjoyments? 
Ihave been perfuading you to become the followers of Chrift. 
When you comply with this, you will.no longer relifh fuch thought- 
lefs pleafures.. Some profefing Chriftians plead for the lawfulnefs 
of amufements, and fay, that they are neceffary as a relaxation of 
the mind from the feverityof religious duty. But fuch a fentiment 
is like fuppofing, gold is rendered pure and made paflable by aoe 
it with alloy. Tote who delight in the law of God, and take pleaf-. 
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ure in the paths-of wifdom, find noneed of worldly amufements to 
render religion fupportable. Therefore love the blefled Redeem- 
er, and you will find it a fmall facrifice to forfake youthful amufe- 
ments. Do you prefer the fhort and unfatisfying pleafures of time 
to eternal bleffednefs? If fo, you will gratify yourfelf a fhort time, 
and then meet with everlafting difappointment. Our Saviour in 
the 8th of Luke confiders pleafures among the evils, which pre- 
vent the effe@ of the gofpel. 

Y. Religion requires felf-denial, felf-examination, and watch- 
fulnefs. But thefe duties feem unfuitable for the fprightly and 
vigorous minds of the young. Such duties feem inconfiltent 
with happinefs. 

A. Perhaps they may feem fo to you, who have never tried them. 
True religion probably feems to you a dull and melancholy 
thing, And fuch apprehenfions not only fhow your ignorance 
of the nature of true religion ; but the wickednefs of your heart. 
Your feelings towards God are fuch, that his requirements feem 
hard. Alas, what a heart does this manifelt ! Self feems of fo 
much importance, that you grudge to crofs it, though it come 
in competition with the great God! Sin feems to you fo fmall an 
evil, that you are unwilling to watch againf it! Should you 
comply with the Sayiour’s call, you would find his yoke to be’ea- 
fy and his burden light. — ° 7 

Y. Religious fubjeéts are not interefting to me. I find no en- 
tertainment in devout exercifes. A holy God and Saviour are 
obje&s, in whom I can take no delight. 

A. Will you, dear youth, make fuch an excufe as this? Be- 
caufe you have no regard for God, is this any reafon why you 
fhould not love him? If you may plead your want of affection to 
God, as an excufe for difobeying him ; may not the thief with 
the fame propriety plead his difpofition as an excufe for his crime ? 
You feel no delight in a holy God! Dreadful wickednefs! A 
Being of infinite goodnefs, and yet an object difpleafing to you. 
Could you realize the wickednefs of fuch feelings, you wouid be 
aftonifhed, that God: fpares you a fingle day. But your objec- 
tion isnot true. Some take delight in God! how does it appear 
that youcannot? You will feel this delight if you comply with 
your'duty. You are direéted not to be religious without loving 
a holy Saviour; but to love fuch a Saviour. You are not dirett- 
ed to be religious remaining oppofed to it, but your duty is to be> 
delighted and happy in the pure exercifes of religion. 

Y. L intend not to injure any one; but always condué with 
kindnefs and propriety to my fellow creatures ; and treat religion 
with refpeé&. Will not fuch a courfe of life be as acceptable to 
God, as if I were to attend more to religious duties? 

A. No, it will not, if the Bible be true. Many do indeed hope 
to be happy in this way; but where has God made a promife, 
on 
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on which they can build fuch a hope? Did you feel any real ref- 
pect for religion, or any love to God, you would not obje¢ to his 
| fervice. And can you hope to pleafe God with a little apparent 

kindnefs to your. fellow creatures, while your heart is oppofed to 
him ? Does not God require all your heart? And can you hope 
for his approbation in a courfe of deliberate difobedience ? What 
fhocking treatment is it for you to negleé the belt Being, and 
hope to make it up by cold morality! No}; give up all thoughts 
of being made happy, without eordially receiviag Chrift:, Noth- 
ing will do in his room. 

Y. «1 confider religion of the utmof importange.. Without it 
none can be finally happy ; and it would be the wifdom of all to 
attend toit before th¢ey die. I am refolved to make the fervice of 
Chrift my great bufinefs at fome future and convenient time. 

A. But why not now? If it ever is the wifdom of ‘people to 
love and ferve God ; then the feoner they begin, the better. If 
- it ever is your duty tocomply with what the Saviour enjoins, 
then it is now your duty. If youcan juftly excufe yourfelf to-day, 
why not to-morrow, and forever? If at be deftruction to die with- 
out an intereft in the Saviour, then what temerity, what madnefs 
is it to live even a day, without him! You mean.to be a Chriftiana 
fome time ; but not now. Such a refolution to delay, fhows that 
you diflike holinefs. Anda refolution to become a Chriftian fome 
time fhows the pride and blindnefs of your heart. «The reafon 
why you put of Chrift mow, will, probably, lead you to rejea 
him tothe laft. O be perfuaded to put away your unreafonable 
objections, renounce your wickednefs, and, as you value eterna} 
happinefs, choofe Chrift for your everlafting Friend, 


a oe 


‘DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY CREDIBLE. 


AS thofe who difcard the: doctrine of the Trinity, and, confe- 
quently, the divinity of Chrift, pronounce it@d/urd and intredible, 
it is thought a few obfervations on the fubject. may not be unwor- 
thy of public notice. "4 
«How there ‘can be, an. the Godhead, a Trinity of perfons in 
unity of effence and perfection, mult be acknowledged far beyond 
the comprehenfion of finite minds. This fublime myfery will for, 
ever remain afource of wonder and adoratien to faints and angels, 
Becaufe it is myfterious, it is viewed and rejected by many as pal- 
pably abfurd and incredible. But it fhould be confidered, that 
myfteries are not impofibilities. It is. obvious that propofitions may 
be made, which are incredible and contradictory. For inftance, 
that a is greater than the whole to which the part belongs ; 
that a ht may exif and not exift, at the fametime ; that virtue 
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is vice, and truth falfehood ; fhould fuch propofitions be. affirmed, 
every perfon would reje& them as grofs abfurdities. .. All know 
that fuch ideas are repugnant to the nature of things, and, 
therefore, abfolutely impoflible. But when itis faid, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Gholt are one,* that is, one God, it is 
not affirmed, that there are three difliné, independent Deities, and 
yet but one. This would be no lefs abfurd than to fay that three 
men are but one man, or, that one unit is equal to three units, 
When the Father, the Son, and the Holy Gholt are faid te be one 
God, it is faying that the Godhead fubfilts in three diftin&t perfons, 
not in three diftin& Gods. To conceive bow this can be, exceeds 
the limits of our narrow capacities. But none can difcover the 
leaft contradiction, or abfurdity, in the idea, becaufe none can have 
any knowledge of the fubject, befides what is received from the 
word of God. Concerning the mode of the divine exiftence, obfer- 
vation and experience afford no information. Thefe are infinitely 
inadequate. For information on this fubjeé&t we depend entirely 
on the teltimony of God. To fet up our reafon, therefore, as the 
criterion, and renounce every thing that the Holy Ghoft reveals, 
becaufe we are unable to comprehend, or fee sow it can be, is to 
arraign Jehovah at our own tribunal, and virtually to deny his 
infallibility.. Prefumptuous arrogance ! If we adopt the princi- 
ple, to believe nothing, which,involves a myftery, and proceed 
on this principle in all cafes, we immediately become downright 
fceptics, and, to be confiftent, muft abandon every truth. The doc- 
trine of the Trinity is acknowledged to involve a great myftery ; 
and perhaps a moment’s, reflection will convince us.that mytteries 
are involved im every truth we receive. We can as eafily con- 
ceive how God can exift in three diftin& perfons, as how he can 
exift in one perfon, or how he can exift at all. The whole matter, 
as to mode of exiftence, is.utterly beyond our comprehenticn. 
But no one, who calls himfelf a Chriftian, or even a deilt, pre- 
fumes to fay there is no God, becaufe he cannot fee how he exifts. 
The diftinétion ought carefully to be made between things that 
are above reafon and thofe.that are contrary to reafon. Ab{urdities 
are contrary to reafon, but incomprehenfibilities are only abowe 
reafon. We believe that God created the world ; that our minds 
and. bodies are fo formed and united as to have a mutual influ- 
ence on each other ; thatthe wmds blow; that the planets revolve 
round the fun; that the folar beams warm the earth, and that 
grafs and corn grow out of the ground. But we are as ignorant 
bow thefe effects are produced, as we are bow three. perfons con- 
ftitute one God. If we put our hands into the fire they are 
burnt ; but 4ow they are burnt. we know not. We alfo realize a 
painful fenfation, but sow that fenfation is excited we can no more 
conceive, than how the Godhead exilts in atrinity of perfons. On 
9 every 
* 1 John v. 7. 
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evety fide, are objects too high for us to climb, abyffes too deep 
for us to fathom; labyrinths too mtricate for us to explore. We 
are encompafied with myfteries! Well may we fay, “ we are but 
of yelterday.and know nothing.”* We know not how we our- 
felves fee, or hear, or tafte, or feel, or move, or think, or exift. If, 
therefore; We deny the triune exiftence of God, becaufe we can- 
not fee how it is true, we may, with equal propriety, deny éven 
our own exiltence. 

The above remarks are defigned merely to fhow that the doc- 
trine of the Trinity is credible, or may be true, and confequentlyy 
the unreafonableneis of difcarding it as an impoffbility. 

: COGNATUS. 


—<— 


A LETTER FROM AN AGED FATHER ‘YO BIS 
CHILD. 
Dear Child, ; 

WITH weeping eyes and an achin $ heart, I take my pen to in- 
form you of my lonefome and melancholy fituation, On the 24th 
of September laft, my dear wife, and your mother, departed this 
lite, and left me alone to mourn my lofs; but with this comfort, 
that, I fincerely think, my lofs is her gain. She left good evi- 
dence of her hope ina future ftate. Her patience and meeknefs 
under ‘a long trial by ficknefs, and her entire refignation to God, 
is'a good evidence inher favour. As fhe was fick a long time, I 
conftantly attended her for three months, almoft night and day ; 
and as her future. happinefs lay neareft my heart, i left nothing 
undone that I thought would contribute to that erfd. I read to 
her as mutch as the was able to bear, and prayers were put up for 
her and with Her every day, and often in a day; and bleffed be 
the holy and glorious God of all grace, who heard and anfwered 
the prayers both by herfelf and others for her, and gave her 
fuch comfortable hope as was a great comfort to me and all her 
friends. I flrall never forget with what comfort and hope fhe ex- 
preffed herfelf to me, about three weeks before fhe died. I left 
her about half an hour ; when I came in and went to’her bed fide, 
fhe took me by the hand, and looked me in the face with a {mile. 
I afked her what made her {mite fo, when fhe expected death 
every hour? Her reply was, fhe felt comfortable, fhe felt wholly 
refi gned to God’s will, willing he fhould do with her jaf as he 


pleafed. From that time till her death the appeared calm and com- 


pofed, and finally fell afleep in Chrift, and I make no doubt is now 
enjoying the blifsful {miles of her God and Saviour. And.I pray 
God that you and I may be prepared to follow our deceafed 
friend, and meet in heaven to part no more forever. Such is the 
fincere defire of your aged father. J. H. 
A LETTER 
* Job viii. 9 
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A LETTER FROM AN AGED MINISTER TO A YOUNG 
PERSON REMOVED TO SOME DISTANCE. 
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Dear Sifter, 

ALTHOUGH jou are removed at fome diftance from us, 
and yotr relation to this church is removed alfo; yet I hope that 
the fpiritual relation between us will never be removed. Indeed 
I very well know that this can never be the cafe, if we are really 
brought into a cordial union to Jefus Chrift ; becaufe he lives we 
fhall live alfo. Butoh, my dear friend ! let us fee to it that this 
be made fure, and that we reft not in a bare name to live, but 
that we are indeed made liviyg members of that myftical body, 
of which Jefus is the head; becaufe then for us to live will be 
Chrifl, and to die gain. 

But oh! what need have we always to be jealous over ourfelves 
with a godly jealoufy, left as the ferpent beguiled Eve through 
his fubtilty, we fhould be led afide from our ftedfaftnefs in Chrift 
Jefus ; efpecially fince we find by fad experience, that’ we have an 
evil heart of unbelief’ ftill cleaving to us; even an Heart which is 
deceitful above all things and defperately wicked. Moreover, we 
ftill abide in a wicked world, full of fnares and temptations, fuited 
to our depraved natures at every age and under every circum- 
ftance of life, that we have need to give heed to that counfel of our 
Saviour, Watch and pray always, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion. For although we are out of danger of finally mifcarrying, 
if really united to Chrift, yet we are liable to fall fadly, to the 
great difhonour of God our Saviour, andto the difgrace of our 
profeffion, if we ufe not the means which our Saviour has pre- 
{cribed to preferve us from it. Witnefs the fad example of David, 
of Solomon, and Peter, as wellas many others, to teach us that 
thofe who think they ftand have need to take heed left they fall. 

I mention thefe things, by way of friendly caution, becaufe I 
know that every age and condition of life has its peculiar tempta- 
tions, for I have pafled through them all myfelf, and have found 
that the age of youth is not exempted; but expofed to fome of the 
moft dangerous fnares ; wherefore the young difciples of Jefus 
have need to watch and be fober for the fake of honouring their 
divine Mafter, remembering that by their profeflion, more will be 
expected of them both from God and man, than from others. 
They have many eyes upon them; and the carnal world can 
more readily difcern a mote in the eyes of fuch, than a beam in 
their own eyes. | But after all, I truft it will be your principal care 
to approve yourfelf to Him who is the fearcher of hearts, and to 
whom alone we muft all be accountable at laft: and if we can 
have his ‘approbation, it is of but little confequence, whether we 
have the approbation of our fellow creatures or not. Only let 
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us endeavour to live fo inoffenfively. as to give no jult occafion: 
of offence to any, that they who- behold our blamelefs converfae 
tion may be conftrained to glorify God our Saviour. With love 
and refpeéts to your parents and the reit of the family, | remain: 
your fincere friend and well wither, 


L H.. 
——_————————— 


Selections. 


——t 


EMINENT WITNESSES TO EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION. 
€Continued from p. 464. vol. iv.) 


NO. XE). DR. HERMAN BOERHAAYVS.* 
Born A. D. 1766. Died 1738. 


*T is unneceflary to fay any thing of the medical character of 
this great chymift and phyfician, all Europe is acquainted. 
with and admires it; but it is not fo generally known, that his 
piety and.Chriftian virtues were equal to his genius. and. profei- 
fional knowledge. 

Asa man, rhaave was. peculiarly efteemed for his great 
modefty ; and as a Chriftian, his. humility and fubmiffion to the. 
divine will. were no:lefs. admirable. ‘“ He that leves God (he 
would fay): ought to think nothing defirable, but what is moft 
pleafing to the fupreme goodnefs.”’ 

So far was this great man from a felf-righteous principle, that 
when he heard ofia criminal condemned to die, he ufed to fay, 
“ Who can tell whether this man is not better than I? or if lam) 
better, it is not to be afcribed to myfelf, but to the goodnefs 


- of God.” 


He conftantly afcribed all his abilities tothe bounty, and alk 
his goodnefs to the grace of God. 

It is faid that his temper was naturally warm and hafty, butin 
the ufe of. daily prayer and meditation, he learned. to fubdue it ta 
the temper of the gofpel. 

It was his conftant rule to rife early in the morning, and'to. 
{pend an hour in fecret prayer, and in meditation on fome part 
of the Scriptures ; and he ufed to fay, “* My morning’s retirement 
gives me {pirits for the day ; and enables me to aét, as in the im- 
mediate fight of God.” He was particularly fond of fach au- 
thors, as placed tle love of God, and its confequential duties, in 
the cleareft light; was, therefore, remarkably compaffionate to: 
his fellow creatures, and cheerful in his family; even under the. 
moft trying afflictions. 


* Wilford’s Lives, p. 785.—Gent. Mag. 1738, 1739. 
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NO. XXII. BARON GEO. CH. DYKERN.* 
Born A. D. 1710. Died 1759. 
AMONG the wounded brought to Frankfort after the battle 


of Bergen, April 10, 1759, was Baron Dykern, lieutenant general 
-of the Saxon troops, in the fervice of the king of France. His 
-defcent was noble, and his education liberal; but after leaving 


the univerfity, he turned his back on Chriftianity, and became a 


confirmed infidel. He was allowedly aman of confiderable abili- 


ties, both as a ftatefman and a general ; and it is remarkable, he 
received his fatal wound on ‘his birth day. When that was de- 
clared to be mortal, he was prevailed on, with difficulty, to admit 
a clergyman. Dr. Frefenius, fenior of the clergy at Frankfort, 
waited on him, and faithfully inquired of his foul.. The general 
at firft endeavoured to put bim off with vague anfwers, profefling, 
i general terms, a hope in the mercy of God, through the merits 
of his Son. But on the dogtor’s putting his queftions very clofe, 
he at laft broke out into this confeffion. “ O Almighty God ! I 
am a poor accurfed finner, worthy of damnation: but Lerd Je- 
fus, eternal Son .of God, thou died for my fins alfo. it is 
through thee alone [ can be faved. It is through «thee alone I 

429 
From this time he betook himielf to prayer, and {peut his remain- 
ing time as pioufly, as he had lately fpent it profanely. ‘To ma- 
ny officers and others, who came to vifit him, he “ talked freely 
and fully of Jefus,.and of the grace of the Father in him, and of 
the power of the Holy Gholt through him; wondering, without 
ceafing, at his having found Jefus, and at the happy change by 
which all things on this fide etenity were become inditferent to 
him. The day before he departed, he declared, “I have no 
doubt; not even a remote one. It is jult the fame with me, as 
af I had always belicved, and never doubted, fo gra cious is the 


Lord Jefus to -me a finner.” 
(To be continued.) 





THE PEACEFUL DEATH OF A PEASANT. 


IN a certain village lived a peafant, quiet, unaffected, and un- 
neticed. Poor himfelf, he had married a poor girl ; they brought 
nothing together but affectionate hearts and indufirious hands. 
However, by unwearied labour, they acquired a comfortable live- 
lihood, and brought up their children in good habits, like their 
own. At length his ftrength failed, though he was little more 

. than 

* Account of his conversion and death, by Dr. Fresenius. Translated 

am the Gos. Mag. for April, 1777. 
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than fifty; and often he faid he fhould not live long. One morn- 
ing, when he was as well as ufual, he thus addreffed his family :— 
* [ fhall foon finifh my courfe: in nine days I fhall be in heaven. 
How was I obliged laft night to force my way through hofts! 
but at laft.I got fafe. I heard the angels fing, and joined them. 
O it founded glorioufly ; they faid to me, “In nine days you will 
be with us.” 

On the evening of that very day, he was feized with his laf 
illnefs. On the ninth day he faw the fun arife, thanked God for 
having brought him fo far through life; and fpent the day in 
prayer, and in converfation with his wife and children. In the 
evening, when the fun went down, he was fitting at the window, 
and faid to his wife, ** When the fun is quite down, I will lay my- 
{elf down alfo.”” He did fo; praying for himfelf and his family. 
They :ftood around his bed: he afked for a glafs of water :— 
drank it ;—gave to each his hand, and his blefling. He then ex- 
claimed, “ Naked came I out of my. mother’s womb, and naked 
fhall I return thither. The Lord gave, the Lord hath taken 
away, blefled be the name of the Lord.” With thefe words he 
refigned his fpirit. 

His excellent wife furvived him many years (I knew her per; 


fonally, fays our cortefpondent) ; and his children profper. 
ig if , [£van, Mag. 


— St o—— 


A LADY'S PRAYER SOON AFTER MARRIAGE, 
{Found among her papers. ] 


OH thou, my great and merciful Creator, whom my foul de- 
fires to love and adore above all things! O thou, who knoweft all 
the weaknefs and depravity of my nature, | humbly befeech thee 
to correct all the errors of my reafon, and all the corruptions of 
my heart! Give me, O Lord, that faith which is moft accepta, 
ble in thy fight, and make me a member of the myftical body of 
thy bleed Son on earth, that I may obtain an humble inherit- 
ance amongtt his faints in glory? For his fake, forgive the of- 
fences of my palt life, and purify-my heart, by the influence of thy 
Holy Spirit, from every felfifh and malignant paflion, efpecially 
from that fin which doth jo eafily befet me. For his fake, renew 
a right fpirit within me! Teach me to love thee with the moft 
humble, the moft refigned, the moft tender piety! Teach me to 
love my fellow-creatures with the molt perfect charity! Teach 
me to be humble, patient, temperate, and contented. Defend my 
foul againit temptation,—againft all the {nares of Satan, but par- 
ticularly againf{ any attachment to earthly poffeflions, Grant 


that the treafure of my heart may be with thee! 


Teach 
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Teach me to promote the happinefs of him with whom I am 
united by the moft facred of ties! to footh his hours of forrow 
with tendernefs and patience, and enliven thofe of comfort with 
cheerfulnefs and affection; and to facrifice my inclination to his 
fatisfaction at all times, when it does not interfere with my duty to 
thee. Not only willingly, but with pleafure enable me to fulfil 
the good purpofes I made before the holy altar. Enable me, not 
only in outward a&, but in the moft inward recefles of my foul, 
to be liberal, benevolent, and contented. Make me truly humble, 
always con{cious of my paft fins and prefent infirmities; always 
feeling the excellence of others, and rejoicing in that excellence ; 
always indulgent to their faults and infirmities, from a due fenfe 
of my own, and feeling that confolation in the crofs of Chrift 
which the imperfection of my own obedience can never afford. 
Fit me, O my God, I éarneftly befeech thee, for a better flate! 
Take me from this world when I am moft prepared to appear be- . 
fore thee. Support me under the trial of pain and ficknefs, and 
receive my foul to mercy, for the fake of Chrift Jefus. Amen. 

The general charaéter of the above lady may be fummed up 
thus :She was diligent in the ufe of appointed means of grace, 
temperate, juft, and benevolent, candid and prudent, fincere, and 
gruly religious. es 

Defigned for the Evangelical Magazine, as a ftimulus to othe: 
ladies, if the editor pleafeth to give it a place in that valuable mif- 
erllany. [ Lond. Evan. Mag. 





THE PIOUS NEGRO WOMAN. 


j Extract from Oldendorp’s Histery of the Mission of the Brethren in the 
Caribee Islands, St. Thomas, St, Croix, and St. Jan.] 


IN 1736, the late Rev. A. G. Spangenberg, being then engag- 
ed on a vilitation of the miffion among the negroés in St. Thomas, 
went with Mr. F. Martin, a miffionary of the Brethren, to vifit 
fundry negroes that had formerly been awakened, and were now 
gone aftray.. Yet, among other occurrences, they were greatly re- 
joiced and pleafed with the converfation of an old negro woman, 
from Guinea, of the Papan nation, called Marotte ; who, on ac- 
count of her age, had been enfranchifed by her proprietor. Span- 
genberg’s defcription of this woman anfwers very nearly to that 
which is given of Cornelius in Aéts x. She feared God, and was 
of good report among all the people that knew her. Every morn- 
ae before ever fhe takes any food, fhe falls upon her kneec, wor- 

ping God, and bowing her face to the earth. ‘The fame fhe 
does before ever fhe retires to reft, having an uncommonly great 
’ " yeverence 
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reverence toward God. She faid that fhe learned this cuftom in 
her infancy from her parents, and that other people in her coun- 
try ferved the Lord alio in the fame manner; but that the inhab- 
itants of the coaft of Guinea were totally ignorant of fuch wor- 
fhip. She did not comprehend why the white people did fhow fo 
little reverence tor God, and only, as it were, make fome compli- 
mentary addreffes to him. Declaring at the fame time, that if 
any one would fhow her a better way of worthip, fhe would defift 
ftom her practice ; but that in the meanwhile, fhe fhould abide by 
the manner fhe had adopted, left God thould be angry with her. 

She had been ill for iome weeks, and was yet very weak from 
the ague. Being afked whether fhe made any ute of medicine, or 
whether fhe was 1n want of any thing; ‘‘ Oh, no,” faid the, “ the 
Lord hath calt me down; he alfo will raiie me up again;” add- 
ing withal, that if fhe looked uato God, he would, in the proper 
‘time, reitore her to health. 

Yet had this woman never heard any thing of the gofpel of Je- 
fus Chritt. We aiked her whether fhe was willing to hear any 
thing of Chrut, who was the Son of God, and who came into the 
worid for our advantage. “Q yes, with all my heart,” faid the ; 
* but then | have been told that | muft firit learn Dutch, and then 
learn to read, after which I might learn to pray likewife ; but 
now 1 am too old tor all this.” We fignified to her that all this 
was not indifpenfably needful, for that ‘sod underftood all lan- 
guages, that he was able to diicern the defire of her heart, and 
wouid undoubtedly hear and grant all that fhe prayed for; advif- 
ing her, therefore, only to continue conitant in prayer, and to be- 
feech him that he would give her yet more light and knaledge. 

Aiter this fhe related, at our defire, what iteps fhe took re- 
gard to the facrifices which the offered. ‘lhus, whenever fhe gath- 
ers freth fruit, be it what it may, the never tailes of ir till fhe has 
taken fome part thereof and burnt it; then the falls down upon 
her knees, thanking God with all her heart, for. granting her 
health to plant thoic truits, and {paring her life, and giving her 
itrength to gather, and now to enjoy them ; after which ihe makes 
ufe ot.them tor tood. 

‘This fame negro woman hearing that her mafter, whefe flave 
fhe formerly was, had ioit his child, went to him and faid, among 
other things, That he ought to beware of being overmuch forrow- 
ful, and repiving on that account; for it was God that had order- 
ed it thus, without whofe wiil nothiag could happen; and the fear- 
ed, it he gave way to difcontentment, God might be difpleafed 
with him. 

She expreffed great joy and gratitude for the gracious difpenfa- 
tions of God in tending people acrois the great waters, to bring 
to the poor negroes words ot life ; and exhorted her countrymen, 
like.a mother, to attend to what they were told on this fubje&. 
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It appeared plainly that fhe had fome indiftin&? and confufed 
notions of the Trinity ; from which we evidently concluded, that 
fome Chriftian miffionaries muft formerly have been in her native 
country. She faid, “There is only one God, the Father, whofe 
name is Pao; his Sen, Maju, is the door, or the way by which 
alone it is poflible to:come unto the Father; and then there is yet 
the Spirit, whofe name is called Ce.” Thus the had been inform- 
ed by her own father in Guinea: but that the Son of God became 
man, and, by his death had redeemed and reconciled finners, were 
totally unknown. to her. 

Hence fhe was ufed annually to take a lamb or a kid, to make 
an offering of it, in order to placate the Deity, and with a-view to 
atone for her faults and miftakes. At firft fhe could not compre- 
hend our objection, when we reprefented to her, that God required 
not now fuch offerings and facrifices, which were unneceflary and 
unavailing, fince the Son of God had offered himfelf once for all a 
facrifice for us; but being further direéted by the Brethren to 
pray to God for grace to believe this, fhe took their advice, and, 
in confequence, came one day, {miting upon her brealt with great 
joy, and declaring, whilft the lay her hand on her heart, “ Here 
{am now fatished and certain that it is exaély as you have told 
me.” From that time fhe omitted her facrifices; yet, on high 
feltival days, fhe ftill killed a lamb, inviting fome of the negroes 
to be her guefts, and exhorting them to promife her that they 
would be diligent in prayer, and. to let it afcend unto God as a 
fweet {melling facrifice. (Load. Ev. Mag. 


—-——— 


SUBJECTS FOR CONSIDERATION. 


(Extracted from Reynold’s Compassionate Address.) 
No. L. 


xr. CONSIDER YOURSELVES.—What! know you not 
your ownlelves ! Are you fo intent upon things without, that you 
can never look within? Do you not fee agreat variety of creatures. 
lower than you, and made for your ufe ? What elfe are the birds 
of the air, the bealts.of the field, and the fithes of the fea and the 
rivers? Are you not much better than they—being furnifhed with 
greater excellencies and powers?) And who made you to differ? 
Who gave you knowledge, and judgment, and confcience ? Who 
put the fheep and oxen, and other cattle in fubjection to you ? 
Was it not fome great and Difpofer of all things? Was 
it not fome great Lord 1s good to man, and prepared him a 
well-furnifhed world to dwell in? Who made thefe curious bod- 
ies—the head to govern and guide the movements of its members ; 
the ftomach to receive the feod, and convert it into nourifhment ; 
the lungs ta breathe; and the heart to admit the blood, and pour 
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it out again into all the members and the limbs?) How wonder- 
fully are you made!. Who formed this foul, that gives life and 
motion to the body ; that knows, judges, and remembers; that ig 
capable of noble fervices, and of great joys and miferies! O fool- 
ifh, unthankful men; that forget themtelves, and their Creator f 
Alas! how’ ftupid and fleepy have you been all this while! How 
have you loft your thoughts, and’ minds; and fouls, amidf& the’ 
cares and vices, and noife of the world! How dead and loft have 
you been to your Maker, and to all the love and fervice that you’ 
owe him! 

2. Confider God.How great and glorious he is that made you, 
and ordained all thefe things! He is, indeed, the high and lofty 
One, that inhabits eternity ; fo vaft is He,that the heaven of heav- 
ens cannot contain him ; fo glorious, that the purelt, brighteft an- 
gels cover their faces before him! Look up to the heavens and: 
confider the wifdom and power that fhine there! Behold the fir- 
mament which hang’s over our heads ;. this glorious {ttn that fhines: 
by day; thefe thoufands of ftars that:adorn-the heavens at night! 
J.ook around upon the earth; what riches and ftores are there f 
grafs and herbs for the cattle; birds and cattle formen ; feas and 
rivers to water the earth! “Oh that men would praife the! Lord 
for his goodnefs, and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men!? How fad is it'that your hearts are turned away from 
God ; that you have no more delight in him, or defire after him ; 
how fad is it that you fhould live-fo’ eftranged from that God, 
who only can make this world a comfort to you, and prepare you 
therein for the enjoyment of a better! 

3. Confider the Divine Law.—Has God made you reafonable 
creatures; and'do yow think He has given no laws for your direc 
tion? Does He not jultly expect honour and worthip from you :, 
and has he not taught you how to worfhip him? Do you not find 
the commands of Godin your Bible? Yet when did you learn or 
fhudy the law of God? When did you think of the things that are 
commanded and forbidden there?) When did: you find that God’s: 
law is exceeding broad, that it reaches the thoughts, and’ judges 
the fecrets of the heart ? Alas, how little have you loved your du- 
ty! Do you think God has forgotten his laws, as muchas you 
have; and that He will never call you.to:.an account for your 
ignorance, ftubbornnefs, and difobedience ?, Surely the Judge of 
all the earth will maintain his law, and will:do right. What! 
will you-bid defiance to the Majefty of heaven: Will you fcorn his 
wifdom, and. goodnefs, and power ? What !'will you trample upon 
his mercy, and patience, and:love? Will you care his vengeance,and 
provoke him to his face? Poor fouls! think what you are doing. 
Do you think God does not hate fin, and:that He will not be 
avenged on all the workers of iniquity? How much guilt is there 
in one fin; and how much more ina whgle life of fin ;.and how 
muck more if you live and die without repentance ! 


4. Confider 
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4. Confider the Office of Confcience.—It will make you fome time 
or other confider; it will not'be always filenced. Have you no 
confcience ? Would you have the world to ‘know that you have 
none? Have you no ‘inward fhame for any thing you fay or do? 
Can you live without confcience ? Have you no fear of God; no 
reflection on yourfelves; no regard to the law of God? Can you 
cheat, or fteal, or break the Sabbath, or {wear, or be intemperate, 
or fall into pafions?* What hearts have you? How unfit to live 
among mankind!’ Does confcience never accufe you? if you have 
a confeience, what is its language? Does it not tell you, that 
there is a holy and terrible God; and that having offended Him, 
you need to be reconciled ? Does it not tell you, that you have 
fouls to be faved, and work to be done for eternity?» Does it not 
tell you, that death is coming, and that you are unprepared and 
know not what will become of you forever ? Did you ever feel the 
ftings of a guilty confcience ? If ever you did, confider how enraged 
it would be, if God fhould open confcience more, and fet your fins 
in order before your eyes, and make/you feel the weight ot them ! 
What a troubled confcience would you then have! It would give 
you ‘no reft, day nor night ; it would be a conitant torture to you, 
and a worm that never dies!—QOh, ftand in awe of your cons 
{cience'! See that it’ be reconciled to God, and cleanied trom dead 
works, that you may truly ferve the living God. 

5. Confider the World you inhabit.—It is a tintul world continual- 
ly breaking God’s laws; the fear and love of God, and a zealous 
aim to promote his glory are rarely to be found—ungodlinefs every 
where reigns. Can we wonder then, that God is angry with fuch 
a world as this, and that He fends into it woes and plagues? We 
find fome complain of poverty and want; iome of lficknefs and 
pains ; others of fhame and reproaches; fome are. wronged and 
oppreffed ; almoft all have their croffes, difappeintments, and vex- 
ations of one kind or other; and death at lait infallibly eomes and 
cuts down all. And fhould we be fond of fuch a world as this 
—a fading, withering world—a vain, vexatious, dying world? 
Will you not feek a better world.than this? Will you jell your 
fouls for this? What fhall it profit you to gain fuch a world as 
this, and then lofe your own fouls.and perifh forever? Ob! what 
need have you to be faved from this prefent evil world, and to fet 


your hearts and hopes upona better ! 
(Teo be continued.) 


———_—— 


ANECDOTE, 


IN the late wart with Great Britain, while the Britifh troops had 
poffeffion of New York, a gentleman left the city, and entrufted 
his houfe, furniture, and fome other property to the care of a ne- 


gro fervant named Sambo. Defirous of fecuring the property 
Vol. V. No. 1. E of 























34 | Ordination. ——— L Funeys. 


of his malter, Sambo let a Britith officer into the houfe, who pre- 
ferved it from injury. As an opportunity prefented, Sambo im- 
proved fome of his malter’s property to fuch advantage as to gain 
nearly one thoufand dollars. When the troops left the city, and 
his mafter returned, Sambo delivered to his matter, his houfe, his 
furniture, and the other property committed to his care, with the 
fum he had made by trading. His matter received it ; but fo 
devoid was he of all the noble feelings of the generous and grate- 
ful foul, that he neither gave Sambo his freedom, nor made him 
any compenfation. Some time fince the gentleman died, and left 
bim free. Sambo fought for employment to procure him a fup- 
port. After ferving one and another, he was employed by a per- 
fon to go on errandsy and to perform other fervices, which were 
not laborious. He conducted with fo much honefty and fidelity, 
as gained him not only the confidence, but the regard of his .em- 
ployer. Being attacked with a dangerous complaint, the gentle- 
man, who had employed him, directed the perfon with whom he 
boarded to fend for a phyfician, and to fupply him with what he 
needed. One day he vilited him and found Sambo afieéted. The 
entleman told him not to be diftrefled, for (faid he) “ I have or- 
ei you whatever you may need; Iwill do every thing for 
you in my power, and you know we mutt all die. You have 
own old, and muft expeé to die as well as others.” Sambo 
replied, “ O mafter, I know we muft all die, I am not afraid to 


- die, Ido not cry on that account.” ‘ What do you cry for?” in- 


quired the gentleman. ‘“O matter, [tell you, I been all my life 
time toffed up and down in the world, and never met with a friend, 
till I knew you, and I cry Mafter, that if I die, I foall not make you 
tisfaction.”’ 
Noble reply, this! 
** Were I so tall to reach the pole, 
Or grasp the ocean with my span, 
I must be measur’d by my soul, 


The mind’s the standard of the man.” Camma. 
———_——a : @ : ae 
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DEDICATION AND ORDINATION. 


Own Wednesday, the 17th inst. the 
new church in Hingham was conse- 
crated to the service of Almighty 
God.—Rey. Mr. Whitney of Hing- 


ham made the dedicatory prayer. 


Rev. Dr. Ware ched a sermon 
on the occasion from Exod. xx. 24. 
Rey. Mr. Whitney of Quincy made 
the concluding prayer. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Henry 


CoLeMaNn was ordained pastor of 
the third church in Hingham.— 
Rev. Dr-Eliot of Boston made the 
introductory prayer. Rev. Mr. 
Pierce of Brookline preached the 
sermon, from 1 Tim. iii. 1. Rev. 
Dr. Reed of Bridgwater mace the 
ordaining prayer. Rev. Dr. Lath- 
rop of Boston gave the charge. 
Rey. Mr. Whitney of Hingham 
expressed the fellowship of the 
churches. 


RELIGIOUS 
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General Association of Massachusetts. 


Religious Intelligence. 


- 


DOMESTIC. 


THE CGCENERAL ASSOCIATION OF 
MASSACHUSETTS PROPER. 


Tue disconnected state of the As- 

sociations within the limits of this 
important section of New-England ; 
the little acquaintance which its min- 
isters have with each other ; and the 
hope that by drawing closer the bonds 
of union, the cause of truth might be 
better promoted, suggested the ex- 
pediency of forming a General Asso- 
ciation. A convention of ministers 
‘was proposed to ascertain the gener- 
al opinion on the subject. Delegates 
were chosen accordingly by several 
Associations, who met in Northamp- 
ton, July, 1802. They united in opin- 
ion, that it was expedient that a Gen- 
eral Association be formed, They 
agreed ‘to admit as articles of faith 
the doctrines of Christianity as they 
are generally expressed inthe Assem- 
bly’s Shorter Catechism, fur the basis 
af union and fellowship.” Qn this 
ground they recommended to the sev- 
eral Associations from which they 
came, to choose two delegates to rep- 
resent them, who should meet and 
organize the General Association ; 
the door being left open for other As- 
gociations to unite, if they should be 
disposed. . 

The objects to be kept in view they 
agreed should be, “to promote broth- 
erly intercourse and harmony, and 
their mutual assistance, animation 
and usefulness, as ministers of Christ ; 
to obtain religious information rela- 
tive to the state of their churches, 
and of the Christian church in this 
country, and through the world ; and 
to co-operate with one another and 
with other similar ‘institutions in the 
most eligible manner for building up 
the cause of truth and holiness.” 

Upon these principles, and embrac- 
ing these objects, the Association was 
formed, and has proceeded. Annual 
meetings have been holden. At this 


time delegates from seven Associa- 
Harmony pre- 


tions are convened. 





vails, and pleasing prospects of the 
increasing utility of the Association 
are presented. Information is re- 
ceived from the members, that a con- 
siderable number of the churches in 
the connection are in a prosperous 
state, and to several, within two or 
three years past, there have been 
large additions; the Lordhaving been 

leased to accompany the means of 
instruction with abundant influences 
of his Holy Spirit. In Hadley, North- 
ampton, Southampon, Westhampton, 
Easthampton, Walliamsburgh, Wil- 
hiamstown, Stockbridge, Sandisfield, 
Lee, and Bradford, several hundreds 
have made public profession of reli- 
gion. It is noticed with peculiar 
pleasure, that the very serious atten- 
tion, which has prevailed in Williams- 
town, has been extended into the 
College, and afferds the churches a 

leasing prospect from the institution. 
t is also communicated that there 
are hopeful appearances at the pres- 
ent tume in €harlemont, Hawley, and 
several other places. 

It is further stated, and the Asso- 
ciation deem it their duty to present 
the unpleasant fact to the public eye, 
that there is a tract of country of near- 
ly twenty miles square, in the north- 
erm part of the county of Berkshire, 
containing seven towns, with a numer- 
ous population, in which there is not 
one settled Congregational minister ; 
and that all these towns, Williams- 
town excepted, are in a condition 
which yields no rational hopes, that 
by their own efforts any of them will 
be soon supplied with sound evangel- 
ical teachers. They aré therefore 
earnestly reeommended to the atten- 
tion of those Missionary Societies and 
Associations of ministers, which can 
most conveniently afford them that 
aid which they so much need: And 
the rather because this region is near- 
er home than any other, which has 
been the scene of missionary labour. 
And for encouragement it is further 
stated, that when ministers have oc- 
casionally 
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casionally visited this almost forsaken 
people, they have been gratefully ret 
ceived. 
The General Association is found- 
ed upon the pure principles of Congre- 
gationalism. © One design of it is to 
cherish, strengthen, and transmit those 
principles, It wholly disclaims eccle- 
siastical power, or authority over the 
churches, or opinions of individuals. 
The objects of this Association be- 
ing in no respect incompztible with 
‘those of the Convention of. ministers 
‘annually holden, in Boston, no inter- 
ference between them is desired, or 
can reasonably be apprehended. 
Having these views, the General 
Association continue to. invite their 
brethren to unite with them in an in- 
stitution so evidently promotive of the 
all-important interests of Christianity. 
And for their accommodation it is 
hereby notified, that the ‘next meet- 
ing. of the General Association is to 
be holden’at the house of Rev, Sam- 
ucl Austin in Worcester, of the last 
Wednesday in June next, at 9.0’clock, 
A.M. 
STEPHEN WEST, Moderator. 


Attest,,. Samureu Austin, Scride. 
Windsor, Fune, 25th, 1807. 


For) the Massachusetts Missionary 
Magazine, transcribed by 
Enocnu Hate, Secretary. 
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ABSTRACT OF REV. JOTHAM SEW- 
ALL’S JOURNAL. 


I have spent 8 weeks on missionary 
ground. In which time I rode 574 
miles ; preached 70times ; visited 55 
families; attended 4conferences ;. as- 
sisted in admitting 5 persons to church 
fellowship ; a children once ; 
visited 4 sick persons, and 1 school ; 
opened 1 town-meeting, with prayer ; 
heard 2 sermons; administered the 
Lord’s supper 4 times; baptized 5 
adults and 16 children. Visited 27 
destitute towns .in the counties of 
Hancock, Kennebec and Oxford. 

There appears to have been a more 
than usual attention to religion on Pe- 
mobscot. river. Several awakenings 
and hopeful conyersions have. taken 
place in consequence of the labours of 


Mr. Sewall’s Journal....Tartary. 
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missionaries. I preached 3 months, 


‘the season past, in the towns of Hamp- 


ton, Orrington and Bangor. At 
which time 10 persons were admitted. 
to church fellowship, and several 
others it is hoped will come forward. 
At that time I made several excur- 
sions up river and other directions on 
missionary ground. The prospect 
looks more hopeful in that vicinity 
than I have known.it in any past time, 


JOTHAM SEWALL: 
May, 1807: 


Extract (f a letter from a minister in 
Rhode tsland, dated April V3, 1807. 


Pernaps you have been informed 
of the very remarkable religious at- 
tention in places, not far from this. 
In “Middlebury, Carver, Berkley, 
A--onett,, and Fair Haven. In 
Berkley, and Arronett the work of 
the Lord is great and powerful. For- 
ty were added to the church a week 
agoin Berkley. But ‘in Fair Haven 
the attention is mere remarkable by 
far. Two months ago the minister 
and people were viewed Arminian 
and antichristian, as to experience 
and reformation. But a remarkable 
Providence has roused up both min- 
ister and people, and many are now 
hopeful converts. Dear brother, 
these things ought to animate us. 





FOREIGN. 


EDINBURGH SOCIETY'S MISSION TO 
TARTARPY. 


A* interesting letter’ from Mr. 
Pinkerton, one of the Missionaries, 
dated at Karass, July 26, 1806, has 
been published, the greatest part of 
which we shall lay before our readers. 

‘*‘ I embrace the present opportuni- 
ty to inform you, that we are all in 
tolerable health, and that our affairs 
continue to wear a promising appear- 
ance,. We formerly mentioned, that 
the. Tract we have printed and circu- 
lated against. Mahommedanism, has 
occasioned a great stir among the 

people 
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people around us.» When Shellive* 
the Effendi of our village read it, he 
frankly acknowledged that he could 
not answer it. Being very desirous to 
know if any of the priests or Effendis 
in the neighbouring districts, were 
able to answer our objections against 
their religion, he proposed to accom- 
pany Mr. Brunton and me, in a tour 
we intended to make among the Tar- 
tars who lie to the north and west of 
us, with a view to discover as much 
as we could their real situation, 
and to learn how they received the 
attack which we had made on their 
religion. 

Accordingly, on the 6th June, Mr. 
Brunton, J. Harrison, and I, accom- 
panied by Shellive, a Russian Kozak, 
and several Tartars, set out from 
Karass. We trayelled north till we 
crossed the Pod-Kuma. We contin- 
ued travelling till nine in the evening, 
when we arrived at the hut of a few 
Circassian shepherds, who killed a 
lamb for us, and entertained us thro’ 
the night in as hospitable a manner 
as their circumstances could afford. 
We had much ‘conversation about re- 
figion with our Effendi. A Mola 
(a priest) who was present, began to 
reproach us with some of our tenets. 
** Hold your peace,” said Shellive, 
“the knowledge and judgment of 
these people are much superior to 
yours, therefore let alone thase things 
which your judgment cannot reach.” 

On the morning of the 7th, we pro- 
cceded on our journey, and travelled 
over a hilly country, almost uninhab- 
ited, as it had been since we left the 
banks of the Pod-Kuma, till. about 


*Shellive is one of the most learned 
and sespectable of all the Mahomme- 
dan doctors in tat country. He has 
travelled through Syria, Arabia, Egypt, 
and other countries. He was brought 
to Karass by the Sultans, when Abdi 
c mnected himself with the Missionaries, 
and hopes were entertained by the Bas- 
leins, that he would be able to convert 
our people to the Mahommedan faith. 
At first he was wery violent against 
Christianity : byt after ke became ac- 
quainted with Mr. Brunton, his violence 
subsided, and for some time past he has 
been very fiierdly to the Missionaries 
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nine, when we arrived, at arange of 
villages called the Kulish. These 
Villages contain, perhaps, three thou- 
sand people, and stand in, a row be- 
twixt two hills, about. a verst distant 
from each other. Werode on till we 
came to the westmost village, where 
lives the Effendi, who has the spiritu- 
al direction of these poor perishing 
sinners. When we drew near to 
the Effendi’s. house, * Collect your 
thoughts, and be. serious,”” said Shcl- 
live, “for the conversation is to be 
about God.” He approached us with 
an air of importance. We all rose up 
to meet him, and the Kulish doctor 
with an affected cheerfulness, wel- 
comed us.tothe place. In a short 
time the conversation turned on reli- 
sion. The New Testament was pro- 
duced at the desire of Shellive, and 
the meaning of Matt. v. 32, was dis- 
cussed and determined. Afterwards 
the xvith chapter of John’s Gospel 
was turned up, to, examine the passa- 
ges concerning the promised Com- 
forter, which the Mahommedans 
maintain refer to their prophet. The 
doctor with much self-importance ob- 
served, that the passages were per- 
fectly applicable to Mohammed ; but 
our Effendi, with more sagacity, tho’ 
little to the support of his own relig- 
ion, replied, that the Comforter prom- 
ised by. Christ was not only to be un- 
seen by the world, but was an invisi- 
ble spirit, and consequently could 
never be intended for Mohammed. 
In proof of the same thing, we observ- 
ed, that the disciples were command- 
ed to remain at Jerusalem, after the 
resurrection of Christ, till the Spirit 
was sent down upon them. 

A controversy carried on with so 
little success, on the part of the doc- 
tor, could not be expected to contin- 
ue long. Accordingly, he went and 
brought one of our tracts that had 
fallen into his hands, and returned it. 
He then began to declaim against 
what is said in the New Testament, 
concerning Jesus being the Son of 
God. | ** According to your religion,” 
said he, “ you make Mary, God's 
wife.” We expressed our surprise 
at such profaneness, and Sheltive was 
evidently ashamed of what his brother 
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Effendi had said, and explained to 
him the meaning of the phrase “* Son 
of God.” The doctor next asked us, 
whether or not there was a God in ex- 
isténce before the creation of Adam ? 
We told him that we were not accus- 
tomed to answer such ignorant ques- 
tions, and that we had never before 
met with any man who asked one of 
the kind. In reply to this, he told 
us a great many foolish things, and 
concluded by saying, that a Russian 
Interpreter had informed him, that 
before the creation of Adam there 
was no God. ‘“ The Interpreter ob- 
serving your ignorance,” replied one 
of the company, “ wished to try your 
credulity, and has sadly imposed on 
you.” Upon this he arose, called our 
Effendi aside, and gave him a severe 
Yeprimand for his intimacy with us ; 
repeating to him a passage out of the 
Koran, to prove that he was both an 
infidel and a rebel. Shellive in re- 
turn, reproached him for his igno- 
rance, and in particular upbraided 
him for not understanding the argu- 
ments contained in our Tract. At 
our departure, a number of people 
gathered round us, and as some of 
them had heard our dispute with their 
Effendi, we reminded them of his ig- 
norance, and warned them of their 
danger if they continued to foliow 
lies, and to reject the only Saviour of 
sinners. 

In the evening we arrived at a vil- 
lage onthe banks of the Clows. On 
the banks of this river, many thou- 
sands of Tartars have their habita- 
tion, alk equally strangers to the 
knowledge of Christ as the Saviour 
of the world. A great part of the 
night was spent in conversation with 
the people, whom we found miserably 
»gnorant. We had some particular 
conversation with our Effendi, who 
expressed the strongest inclination to 
agree with our religion, provided he 
might. be allowed also to retain his 
own: but we. pomted out to him the 
utter impossibility of such an union, 
and urged upon him the necessity of 2 
sincere and entire dedication of him- 
self to Jesus Christ. In the course 
of the night he made many prayers, 
and begged of us to interpret our 
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prayers to him, which afforded us an 
opportunity of shewing him the great 
compassion that we felt for the miser- 
able state of those who know not the 
Saviour. 

On the 8th, weleft the village a- 
bout seven in the morning, and ttav- 
elled along the banks of the river 2 
number of miles. Conversation on 
various subjects rendered our journey 
agreeable, and frequently our compa- 
ny was increased by persons joining 
us, so that we had, as it were, - little 
travelling congregation. “ What is 
your opinion,” said our Effendi, ‘ con- 
cerning the falling of the rain?” We 
replied, “ that the rain was occasion. 
ed by exhalations from the earth, 
which being condensed in the atmos- 
phere, became too heavy to be sup- 
ported there, and of course descend- 
ed in drops. As it is a fundamental 
article of the Mohammedan faith, or 
at least a point of general belief, that 
the water from which rain is produced 
is preserved in the heavens, and made 
to descend by an angel, who is sent’ 
from God fer this purpose, when he 
thinks proper to refresh the earth, 
our Effendi thought himself bound te 
demand of us proofs for the account 
that we had given of it. We acknowl- 
edged the reasonableness of his de- 
mand, and endeavoured to illustrate 
oyr proposition by explaining the 
causes of evaporation, condensation, 
and the falling of the rain in drops. 
Instead of attempting to overturn 
our reasoning, Shellive confessed that 
such causes as we had mentioned had 
frequently struck his own mind, but 
that he was unwilling to give them 
any credit, as they militated against, 
the principles of his religion. As he 
supposed likewise, that thunder was 
the voice of the angel who sent down 
the rain, we were led into a pretty 
long discussion in order to account 
for that phenomenon from natural 
causes. This insensibly led us to 
speak of miracles, and a long conversa- 
tion took place on the impropriety of 
supposing any thing to be a miracle 
which might be traced to ratural 
causes. Even when the cause cannot 


be traced, it was observed, that a 
miracle ought notto be acknowledged, 
unless 
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unless it be accompanied with such a 
degree of evidence as would render the 
disbelief of it an absurdity. This 
principle we had reason to think Shel- 
live would have readily acknowledged, 
had he not seen that it went to under. 
mine the whole system of his religion. 
After tracing a number of effects to 
their causes, in order to illustrate the 
application of this prineiple, it struck 
his mind, that it might be applied to 
overturn the miracles both of the Old 
and New Testament. Accordingly 
he set to work with great spirit, and 
began to account in this way, for the 
manna by which the Israelites under 
Moses were supported in the Arabi- 
an desert. But after making some 
strange suppositions, he was soon 
obliged to give up his point. As he 
admitted the truth of the history, that 
the children of Israel had really emi- 
grated from Egypt to Judea, a few 
questions completely puzzled him : Is 
it possible, do you think, Shellive, that 
the Israelites could have subsisted 
when marching through a barren de- 
sert, and surrounded with a hostile 
people, if their wants had not been 
supplied by a miracle? Would it not 
have been madness in Moses to have 
appealed to the whole congregation of 
Israel for the truth of what they nei- 
ther saw nor heard of ? If manna be 
a natural production of that country, 
how does it happen that it cannot be 
found now? When you yourself, Shel- 
live, travelled to Mecca, and from 
Mecca to Mount Sinai, did you see 
or hear of any thing which the desert 
produces, or that falls from the heav- 
ens, that has any resemblance to what 
the Scriptures relate concerning the 
manna? How did it happen, that 
what was gathered the preceding day 
was eatable on the Sabbath, and on 
no other day ? And why did none full 
on the Sabbath ? To these and some 
other questions that were put te him, 
our Effendi made no answer, nor did 
he attempt any more to account for 
the miracles of . Moses or our Saviour 
by réferring them to natural causes. 


About three in the afternoon we ar- 
rived at. a Jetson yillage, and chose 
a place to rest in through the night, 
near the house of their Effendi. In 
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a short time the Doctor made his ap- 


pearance. He seemed to be a man 
between 40 and 50 years of age, of a 
tall stature, with a thick black beard, 
and a countenance that indicated both 
kindness and suspicion. He was dress- 
ed in a long blue rode, and girt about 
the loins with a girdle. We were 
soon surrounded by a number of peo- 
ple, and the Effendi, after having or- 
dered for us some milk and boiled 
millet, the common food of all the 
Tartars, came and seated himself be- 
side us. The conversation, as usual, 
soon turned on religion. The death 
and resurrection of our blessed Lord 
were mentioned ; and the New Testa- 
ment being produced, we read the 
27th and 28th chapters of Matthew. 
When this was done, the Doctor re- 
marked, that there were many cir- 
cumstances mentioned in these chap- 
ters, which would require a distinct 
consideration. After this we got in- 
to a long conversation. Many topics 
were discussed, of which I have not 
room to give you even the heads 
We talked of the ‘nature and exist- 
ence of God—of the unity of the God- 
head—of the nature, guilt, and de- 
pravity of man—of our need of a Sa- 
viour—-of the necessity of a divine 
revelation—of the distinguishing char- 
acters of such a revelation—and par. 
ticularly of its correspondence with 
the perfections of God. When we 
came to this last point, and endea- 
voured to shew that a revelation from 
God must of necessity correspond 
with those attributes of his nature, 
which are manifested in his works 
and ways, the Effendi perceived that 
our arguments struck at the very 
root of his religion, by condemning 
the conduct of Mohammed, and prov- 
ing, that not only the conduct, but 
many of the laws and institutions of 
stor, were unjust, and alto- 
gether inconsistent with the nature of 
a just and holy God. He therefore 
excused himself from continuing the 
conversation any longer; by rising up 
and saying that it was.now time to go 
torest. Heaccordingly retired to his 
own tent, taking along with him the 
Arabic New Testament, which be 
said he would look over. Though it 
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was now between one and two in the 
morning, we continued the conversa- 
tion with our Effendi, by resuming 
what had been said respecting our 
need of a Saviour, proving that Christ 
is the only Saviour ef sinners, and 
shewing the necessity there was for 
such a sacrifice as he offered, and for 
such an High Priest and Mediator as 
he continues to be. Our arguments 
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this night seemed to influence the 
mind of our Effendi very much. Af- 
ter we had prayed to God, he said to 
us with much earnestness, ** Though 
I do not understand your language, 
yet my heart’s desire is, that your 
prayers may be heard, and I heartily 
give my approbation to your amen.” 


(To be continued.) 


jPoctrp. 


NOT ASHAMED OF CHRIST. 


JESUS! and shall it ever be, 

A mortal man asham’d of thee ! 

Asham’d of thee, whom angels praise, 
Whose glories shine through endless days ! 


Asham/’d of Jesus! sooner far, 
Let evening blush to own a star. 
He sheds the beams of light divine 
O’er this benighted soul of mime. 


Asham/’d of Jesus ! just as soon 

Let midnight be asham’d of noon. 

°Tis midnight with my soul, till he, 
Bright morning star! bid darkness flee. 


Asham’d of Jesus! that dear friend 
On whom my hopes of heaven depend ' 
No, when I blush—be this my shame, 
That I no more revere his name. 


Asham’d of Jesus! Yes, I may, 

When P’ve no guilt to wash away, 
No tear to. wipe, no good to crave, 
No fears to quell, no soul to save. 


Till then—nor is my boasting vain— 
Till then, Lboast.a Saviour slain! 
And O, may this. my glory be, 

That Curis‘ is not asham’d of me ' 





—_—_—— 


tr May 26, 1807, the Maffachufetis Miffionary Socie- 
ty heldy in Bofton, its Eighth annual Meeting ; an account 
of which, and of the donations, Sc. is unavoidably deferred 


till mext month. 








